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ing houses. For the reasons I have stated,
1 oppose the Bill,

On molion by Mr. Doney, debate ad-
Journed.,

House adjourned at 3.52 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 215
p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (5).

WHEAT, GUARANTEED PRICE.

AMr. PATRICK asked the Minister for
Liands: 1, Has he seen the reply given by
the Minister for Commerce, as reported in
“The West Australian” of the 5th Septem-
ber, in which Mr. Seunlly said that “he re-
garded the recently fixed price of wheat as
equitable when applied to Western Auns-
tralian farmers, who grew the greater part
of the annual erop in that State?” 2, Was
the Minister for Commerce supplied by this
CGiovernment with figures which accurately
wet out the produection per farm basis of
wheat in Western Australia, and which ef-
feetively disproved his coatention? 3, In
order that the Federal authorities may get
a better appreciation of the State’s position
generally, will the Minister see that the
Prime Minister and members of his Govern-
ment are supplied with copies of his speech
on the Address-in-reply debate?

The MINISTER replicd: 1, Yes. 2, All
fimures applieable to Western Australia were
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supplied to the Minister for Commeyee, 3,
The position of this State is constantly be-
ing placed before ibe Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. In addition, eopies of Western
Australian “Hansard” are supplied to every
‘Western Anstralian member of the Federal
Parliament, including the Prime Minister.
Copies are also supplied to the Common-
wealth Parlinmentary Library,

STATE LABOUR BUREATU.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Lab-
our: Js it his intention to lay on the Table
of the House all correspondence, papers and
files in conneection with the appointment hy
the Federal Government of the State Labour
Bureau as the sole employing agency in the
State?

The MINISTER replied: The decision
that the National Service Office shonld be
the only employing ageney (with limited ex-
ceptions) was a decision of the Common-
wealth Government and was implemented
through the National Security Act. The
State Labour Burean thereby ceased to
exist, but its slaff was absorbed in the new
arrangement, There are no files or papers
in the possession of the State Government.

TIMBER IMPORTS.
Appointment of Shipping Priorities
Contmitice.

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development: 1, Is he aware that
quantities of jarrah flooring and Tasmanian
oak have been forwarded from Sydney to
Fremantle by rail for use of the R.A.\LF
in this State? 2, Will he protest to the Com-
monwealth Minister concerned and endea-
vour to put a stop te this unnecessary and

expenzive practice !

The MINISTER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes
In amplification [ would like to add, with
vour permissien, Mr, Speaker, that the State
GGovernment has been dealing with the gon-
eral question of shipping priorities so far
as these affect shipments of goods from
Eastern Australia te this State.  Consulta-
tions kave heen held more rerently with the
Assistant Aiwister for Commerce (Senator
Fraser) to uscertain whether it would he
possible to estublish a system ensuring to the
largest extent that space on ships from
Eastern Australia to Western Australia
shonld be used only for the bringing of
essential goods. As n result, ihe State Gov-
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ernment recently decided to set up the fol-
lowing committee to deal with such shipping
prioritics: The Chairman of the local Ship-
ping Control Board, Mr. Salmon: the rep-
resentative in Perth of the Commonwealth
Commerce Department, Mr. {irogan; the
Director of Industrial Development, Mr.
Fernie; the Chairman of the Emergency Re-
rerve Stocks Committee, Mr. Smith: and a
representative of the State Department of
Agrienlture, Mr. Roberts. This commitice
will continuon=ly supervise shipping priovi-
ties to Western Australia. Tt will operate
through one of the State Ministers, who
will have direct contact with the Common-
wealth Minister eoncerned, Senator Fraser.
It is believed that, as the vesult of the es-
tablishment and operations of the committee,
the Commonwealth Government will he able
to cantrol the alloeation of shipping space
for eargoes to Western Australia in such a
wity as {o obviate largely, if not entirely,
the nse of valuable shipping space to carry
to this State goods which we ean do without
or which ean he sati«factorily produced with-
in our borders.

SHIPPING PRIORITIES COM-
MITTEE.

Approral by Commonwealth Govermment,

Hon. . G. LATHAM (withont notice}
axked the Minister for Labour: 1, Has the
local committee set up by the State Govern-
ment bheen approved by the Commonwealth
Government ? 2, What control will the loeal
committee have over exports from various
ports in the Eastern States?

The MINISTER replied: 1, The proposal
o establish the commitiee and its personnpel
has, as T have ahwady indicated, been ap-
proved hy the Commonwealth Government.
2, The control over shipments from ports in
the Eastern States will he in the hands of
the appropriate  Commonwealth authority,
buf the Commonwealth Minister concerned
will wse his powers in such a way as to en-
sure that ithe anthority in ihe Eastern States
respongible for the alloeation of shinping
space will make the alloeation available in
aceordance with the Commonwealth poliey,
which happens on this occasion to be iden-
tieal with that of the State (fovernment.

CANNING DAM OVERFLOW.

Mr. SAMPSOXN (without notice) asked the
Minister for Water Supplies: 1, In view of

[ASSEMBLY.]

the early overflow of the Canning Dam at the
estimated rate of 200,000,000 gallons per
day, with its possible dangerous results to
properties within the area of resultant in-
undation, is it practicable ecffectively to
divert one or more tributaries of the inflow
and, it so, will the Minister make the earliest
possible efforts townrds this end? 2, Will he
give immediate consideration to the relense of
sueh quantity of water which while not of
snffictent volunie to constitute a menace to
thoze whose properties are adjacent to the
averflow would, nevertheless, temporarily re-
duce the danger?

The MINISTER veplied: 1 and 2, I have
made recent inquivies and find that the over-
flow of 200,000,000 gallons is ¢uite a normal
winter flow. In a time of severe flood it
has been as high as 1,000,000,000 gallons in
24 hours. The dam does not increase, hut
vetards the velocity of the How. The warn-
ing we gave was that those who had pumps
at the low level of the viver should remove
them, That is the only danger. The pre-
sent flow is quite normal and there is no
need for alarm on the part of residents along
the water course.

BILL—MEDICAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Health and
read a first tume.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

PAPERS—CLOSING HOUR OF
SHOPS.
orrigin District,

HON. C. G. LATEAM (York) [225]: 1
move—

That all papers relating to the closing of
shops in the Corrigin district at 1 pm. on
Saturdays, which was the subject of a pro-
clamation gazetted on the 30th January, 1942,
he latd on the Table of the House.

Members may consider that I am going out-
side my own terrilory in asking for the
tabling of these papers, as Corrigin is in the
district of the member for Beverley. T am
not concerned, however, about the loeality to
which the proelamation refers, but am afraid
that this may become a general practice. T
would like to see from the papers relating
to this matter what led up to the making
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and pazetting of the proclamation. It has
been known for some time that the Minister
for Labour is very anxious te close all shops
throughout the State at 1 o'clock on Satur-
days. That is the poliey he has attempted
to put into foree by legislative enactment.
One cannot raise any objection to his at-
tempting to give effect to his poliey, but I
want to find out under what authority the
Minister took this action. Certain things
may be done by proclamation but only
within the scope of an Act, and T have hcen
unable to find in the Factories and Shops
Act any section delegating power to the
Minister for this purpose,

In country distriets throughout the State it
has been the enstom £or a number of years to
have shops, with very few exceptions, kept
open on Satarday night until 9 o’clock. That
has been done to give people an opportunity
to do their shopping. Employees of farmers
and other people have been ahle to go to
town to make purchases, frequent places of
amusement and meet friends. The system iy
commendable becanse people in the coun-
try are in a different position from those in
the ¢ity. Some have long distances to travel
to the town. Since the war, diffieulty has
been experienced in seeuring labour and
those who wark in the country have had to
spend long howrs at their particular oceu-
pations. Through the shops heing open on
Saturday nights they have been able to do
their shopping after work. I asked a ques-
tion of the Minister for Labour coneerning
the closing of shops, and was informed that
an instruction was issued that all shops
throughout Western Anstralia must elose at
530 pam.  On investigating the matter 1
found there appeared to he some doubt as to
who issued this instruction.

The Minister for Labour: The order was
issued by the Chief Inspector of Factories
who, under the Closing Time of Shops Nat-
ional Security Repulations, is Deputy in this
State for the Commonwealth linistor for
Labour.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is so, bnt
there scems to be an idea that the Minister
tor Civil Defence did it. I do not propose
to ask the {wo Ministers to have a debate on
the matter. The facl remains that the in-
struction was issued, and it was very dis-
appeinting to people in the country. Ag far
as Corrigin is concerned, Saturday has been
a late shopping night for a long time. Then
for some reason, without consulting the loeal
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authority, the Minister took it wpon himself
to isswe this proelamation. Under what
authority did he do it? If he shows me
the papers I will understand the position.
In the cireumstances I wish to find out. The
Goldfields area is one where numbers of
people visit the towns late on Saturdays. If
this authority can be freely exercised by the
Minister it will prevent many country people
from shopping on Saturday afternoons.
They c¢an remain in town late on Saturday
and get up a little later on Sunday morn-
ing, whereas if the shopping is done in the
daytime it means loss of time and con-
gequently loss of labour.

I was recently at Corrigin on a Saturday
night expecting to have the opportunity to
address a fairly substantial number of
people, in an endeavour to assist the Com-
monwealth Government’s loan proposals, but
I found the town 'was like & morgue. The
chairman of the road board inforined me that
the shopkeepers were compelled to clnze their
shops at 1 o'clock under the proclamation
1sstied by the MMinister, and he wanted to
know under what powers it had been done, I
did not know, but there certainly had bheen a
proclamation and I wanted to know how it
eame to be made, and under whose authority.
I hope the Minister will not refuse to pro-
duce the papers. I would like, if possible,
to stop the Minister from doing these things.
I can remember his introducing an amend-
ment to the Factories and Shops Act to com-
pel everyvone to close, but his constituents
by a referendum refunsed to earry out his
desives. I advised the Corrigin people on
this occasion that if they presented a peti-
tion in the manner provided by the Fac-
tories and Shops Aet they could override the
decision of the Minister, if that was their
wish. I do not wish to delay the House, The
proposal is reasonable.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I have
no objection to the motion. I shall be quite
pleased to place the papers on the Table of
the House in the near future.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—STATE CIVIL REQUIRE-
MENTS.

To Inguire by Select Committee,
MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [233]:
I move—

That a Scleet Committee be appointed to in-
quire into any existing or threatened shortages
in the supply of essential requirements for
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civil consumption in this State, and as to the
allocation to this State of a fair quota of the
Australian production of such requirements,
and as to the shipping and other transport
gserviees for the carriage of such supplies to
this State, and to report thereon to this House.
T bring this motion forward in eonsequence
of a number of representations made to me
by people earryving on  businesses in the
metropolitan area, and in doing so I start by
menfioning what is elear to members that
Western Australia, with the probable ex-
ception of Tasmania, occupies a position of
peculiar isalation. I might say that it is far
more isolated than Tasmania beeause it is
further from Eastern States’ supplies.
Quite apart from the existing isolalion, it
is conceivable that at any time the emergen-
cics of the war may he sueh that shipping to
this State may not be possible and that the
only other means of transport, namely the
trans-continental railway, may he so oecu-
pied with defenee movements that no space
is available for commodities to be hrought
herve, Sueh an ocenrrence is by no means
impossible and if it did oceur it might exist
for a considerable time—Ior weeks and
possibly months. We have to face the pos-
sihility that in such an emergeney we would
need to live on our own fat from the point
of view of ¢ivil requirements for, perhaps. a
long time, Quite apart from such an cmer-
gency there is the possibility of shortages
in the ordinary eourse of events.

The objeet of this molion is te ask Par-
liament to make a survey of the position so
as to aseertain the actnal and possible short-
ages in essential eommeodities for civil eon-
sumption in this Siate. 1f we appoint a
Select Committee and it investigaies this
matter, and reports to the House, the Gov-
ernment’s hand will bhe strengthened in any
representations it makes to the authorities
in the Fastern States. Whilst the matter is
the responsibility of this Government it is
also the responsibility of Parliament. Mem-
bers should know what the position is and
what it will he, and reassure themselves on
the point. If the result of an inquiry hy a
Seleet Commiitee were a roport that all waa
well and that there was no reason to appre-
Lend any privations from shortages of cssen-
tial requirements, then it will have been well
worth while. The Parliament and publie,
ang the merchants responsible for purveying
the commodities wonld he reassured, as also
would members.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. J. Hegney: Would the committee be
required to go fo the Eastern States te make
investigations?

My, MeDONALD: That depends on what
the committee thinks. Personally, if T he-
come a member of it, T propose to conduct
the investigations in Perth and no further
afield. It is a matter for the Government
and also for cach member. T refer particu-
larly to those members who represent con-
stituencies outside the metropolitan area. If
there is a shortage of essential requirements,
and hardship and privation or perhaps dis-
location of business ocenr heeanse supplies
are nol obtainable, the inhabitants of each
constitueney will hold their member partly
responsible, The matter is of partienlar
interest to rvepresentatives of North-West
constituencies or distant constituencies like
that of the member for Murchison and eoun-
try constitneneies, which are some distance
removed from the main sonvees of supply in
this State. I therefore put it to the Housc
that it would not be proper to say, “Leave
this to the Government.,” It may have done
much, and even all that should have been
done, hut it is a matter where the individual
member must accept responsibility and in-
forin himself for his own sake as well as
for the sake of his eonstituents.

We shonld not wait until shortages and
disloeation of supplies arise. We want lo
do what we have so often failed {o do, that
is take time by the foreloek and look into
the possibilities of shortages and see that
they do not oceur. T know that there has
been aetivity, and I believe satisfactory ae-
tivity, on the part of the Government in
cornection with emergeney supplies of a
number of commodities, partienlarly food-
stuffs. T understand that foodstuffs have
been accumulated in certain arens to meet
any cmergeney. It may be that all that is
necessary fo he done has heen done, but
cven there the position in regard o food-
stuffs is so important that we cannot he too
sure that we have visnalised all the possihili-
ties and made certain of there being no
shortages of cssential foods in any part of
the State; and particolarly is that inenm.
benf on a State like Western Australia whieh
is an over-producing State so far as a num-
her ot food commeditics—espeeially wheat—
are coneerned.

Theve ave, T may add, many authorities
dealing with different aspeets of this matter.
T have looked into the position and have
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listed a number of them. There is the
Dircetor of Rationing in Western Aus-
tralia and also in the Federal sphere.
There is the Shipping Board established by
the Commonwealth Government. There is
the Department of Materials Supply. I be-
lieve that is a Federal department that is
associated with munitions and, I think, with
other commoditics as well. There is the de-
partment known as the Import Procurement
Division of the Customs Department, which
deals with the importation of commodities
from oversea, particularly Great Britain, and
the alloeation of those commodities between
the merchants of the different States.

All these, and perhaps more, authorities
are dealing with the question of supplies,
but it would be of interest to the House
and satisfy the responsihilities of Parliament
if a Scleet Comumittec made the neeessary
investigation, and so ascertained from loecal
representatives of the Federal authorities I
have mentioned what they have done. Inso-
far as some communications may be of a
eonfidential nature, reliance may he placed
on the committee to ensure that no infor-
mation is made publie that is of a nature
that must remain contidential for the time
being. After hearing and learning all there
is to be known on this subject then, even
as regards the confidential and seeret mat-
ters affecting the defence of the Siate, the
committee could give the House an assurance
in its report that it believed, in relation to
matters that could not he made publie at
the time, provision had been made hy the
responsible authorities to avert shortages of
commodities and dislocation of supplies.

The Minister for Labour: Does vour mo-
tion cover only essenlial food =upplies?

Mr. MeDONALD : Nos if covers the essen-
tial requirements of the eivil population. It
refers to the requirements for civil consump-
tion. By the term “consumption™ 1 propose
its uzge in its widest sense. T refer to the
consumption of goods of all kinds, covering
every requirement of the civil community
as related to trade, business, food or cloth-
ing. : .

Mr. J. Hegney: Your motion deals only
with essential goods.

Mr. McDONALD: Yes, I am not con-
eerned about non.cssential and lauxury goods.
I am concerned only with what is essential
to the eivil life of the community. Already
in the State we have experienced shortages.
We have had an extreme shortage of steel,
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not only for civil requirements but for mili-
tary requirements as well, As we all know,
there has heen an acute shortage of firewood
in the metropolitan area. I have here a
letter from the director of one of the largest
retail stores engaged principally in the sale
of clothing in the metropolitan area. In the
course of his communieation that gentleman
states-—

So far as this State is concerned, the prin-

cipal shortage is in men’s and boys’ clothing,
including overcoats. I should say that our
stock of men’s clothing and overcoats is only
one-third of what it normally used to be, and
this is not the worst of the story. The trouble
is that we are finding it extremely hard to pur-
chase, as this elothing is made up of woollen
materials and the Eastern States mills have
bheen primarily engaged on military contracts
ginee the ineeption of the war. Woollen under-
clothing for men, and, to a lesser extent, for
women, js also in short supply. Cotton athletie
singlets, which are very largely used by work-
ing men in the summer time, are extremely
hard to pet. Other short lines are woollen
dress maferials, blankets and travelling rugs,
grey flanmels for working singlets, working
boots, materials for shirts and pyjamas and
men’s socks.
The writer gocs on to point out, very pro-
perly, that zome of these commodities are
¢hort hecause the woollen mills have heen
divected by the Commonwealth Government
to coneenfrate mainly on military requive-
ments, bat even thougl: that is so, it does not
as<ist the people of Western Australia who
are unable te uy the class of goods that are
exsential for their purposes. I rvefer mainly
to working men who require to purchase
working singlets and other articles of eloth-
ing. With regard to the allocation of a fair
shave of the goods available to merchants,
the writer says that the larger manufae-
turers have, on the whole, been very fair and
have endeavoured to alloeate manufactured
goods produced in the Eastern States be-
tween their various customers throughout
Australia on a ration equivalent to what had
heen purchased hy those eustomers in normal
times. The writer also vefers to the posi-
tion regavding working hoots and says—

These have been short but the Federal Gov-
ernment—through the Rationing Commis-
sion—are just releasing in Western Australia
10,000 pairs of military boots.

Mr. J. Hegney: Will that supply have o
last for the period of the war? Have you
seen the boots?

Mr, MeDONALD: I am quoting what the
writer has stated. I do not suppose 10,000
pairs of military boots will do s¢ very much
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in putting hoots on about 1,000,000 feet in
Western Australia. The writer further
sAYS—

I am informed that the Fremantle retail
stores are in a desperate position for stocks.

In the Press last week there appeared tle
report of an interview with a Fremantle
retailer in the comrse of which he stated
baldly: “There are no readyv-made sunits to
be had in Fremantle” Whether that is
right or wrong I eannot szay, hut that was
the published statement.

Mr. J. Hegney: The only suits procurable
now are the “Vietory suits.”

Ay, McDOXNALD: And perhaps the “siven
snits,” but they are not of mach use for
ovdinary purposes. The Minister for Mines
will reeall that recenily a deputation from
the Collie miners waited on him and eom-
plained that they were not able to procure
shirts and boots. They demanded that some
aetivity should be shown with o view to
seeuring for ithem decent supplies of what,
in their ense, woere essential for the produe-
tion of the commodity for which they were
responsible in order to assist the war effort
of the State. I am aware as the Minister for
Industrial Development said, that a board
has been set up to deal with shipping priori-
Lies which constitutes part of the motion now
before the House. I was glad to hear that.
If the hoard functions, it may eover some of
of the ground contained in my motion, but
I am told that the meveantile people of this
State regret that the board econtains no
representative of the merchants. The board
is composed entirely of officials and, so I am
informed, there is no representation of the
people who are engaged in the actuai busi-
ness of importing and selling commoditics
whivh may hecome in short supply.

The Minister for Labour: Just as well!

Alr. McDONALD: T disagree with that
statement.

The Minister for Lahour: They are the
people who have heen importing +alt and
flour and sand and other unnceessary things,

My, MeDOXALD: I that is so, this
priorily hoarl should have been in opern-
tion months ago. That is one of the reasons
{for my motion. Why should we import such
things as sand, salt and flonr if we take a
long view of the matter? '

The Minister for Lubour: Because the
commerceial community has no conseience in
these maiters.

[ASSEMBLY.]

AMr. MeDONALTD: I do not like that state-
ment. I think that on the whole people are
doing their hest to further the war effort.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I think the quantity
of flour imported was small.

The Alinister for Labour: One hundred
and fifty tons in a week.

Hon. C. (i, Latham: But was it not a
special kind of tour?

My, MeDONALD: To stop sueh imports
as the Minister has mentioned, Parliament
should take time hy the foreloek and ap-
point a committee to make recommendations
so that there will he no reeurvence of these
happenings. I have been told—T cannot
verify this matter because T lack perzonal
knowledge—that 400 or 300 tons of hlood
and bone manure were left on the wharves
in the Kastorn States, beeawse shipping
space was fifled with less cssential goods.

The Minister for Lands: That is a cargo
whieh must be put in suitable surroundings,
as vou will realise.

Mr. MeDONALD: I appreeiate ihat
point. We know that gas-producers have
heen imported, shall we sav, by selfish mer-
chants? I am also told that we have been
importing masks for motor headlamps, and
a consignment of flour has been brought
from the Eastern States. I welcome the ap-
pointment of a committee to regulate the
nse of shipping space and confine it to essen-
tial supplies. T am sorry the appointment
was not made months ago. What I desire
now is &n inquiry by this House, for we are
the people respoansible, as to what shall he
done to prevent any dislocation or any un-
wise utilisation of shipping vesourecs in
future.

If the motion is carvied, I think it will
he a simple matter to get the desived in-
formation. A questionnaire could he sent
out to ali those people in a position to assist
the select committee-—the Chamber of Com-
merce, the Chamber of Manufactures, the
Trades Hall authorities, retail shopkeepers,
and any other people in a position to advise
from the point of view of econsumers or
sellers. The Select Committee, I suggest,
should include a member from onc of the
North-West distriets heeause he represoutsa
very large area where shortages may well
ocenr; one from a distant distriet like Mur-
chison, where there is also an isolated com-
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munity, and a member from one of the
country distriets, which also have their diffi-
culties in view of (ransport limitations. Al-
though we have experts on many existing
committees, I venture to suggest that mem-
bers of Perliament, with their special know-
ledge of the State and of their communities,
are as thorougbly nualified to advise Par-
Jiament on any possible shortages of essen-
tial supplies in their constituencies az are
members of the various boards, which are
composed of some men who do not possess
anything like the kuowledge of affaivs in
this State that is possessed by members of
this House.

I commend the motion lo the House, and
hope it will be passed. We have had enough
criticism of State Parliaments, and T be-
lieve that by an ioquiry such as this, and
possibly by other inqguiries, the State Par-
liament can fulfit the functions for whieh it
cxists. We should not leave everything to
the Government, though I believe from what
the Minister for Lands in partieular has told
me that some very wise steps have heen
taken with proper forethought in connee-
tion with emergeney supplies of foodstuffs.
Still, 1 say it is not for ns to leave evers-
thing to the Government; the vesponsihility
lies with the whole of the members. We
should exercise our own functions of investi-
ezation and report, and satisfy ourselves on
a matter vital to the communily whieb, in
the emergency of being very isolated, may
become a matter—I will not say of life and
death—of choice between the normal
funectioning of our trading, business and
manufactnring activities, and a state of very
severe privation.

The House can have few more respohsible
functions at this time than that of making
a survey of the existing snpplies in the Siate
for ecivil consumption. I do not touch the
milifary side beeause that is entively a mat-
ter for military vesponsibility. We, low-
cver, are responsible for the ecivil side, and
T do not know of any more important fune-
tion for this House than an #mivy fo
satisfy itself that proper protection is being
afforded the civil population in relation to
supplies that are essential to their carrying
on, I hope members will be afforded an op-
portunify to do Lhis serviee for the people
they represent.

On motion hy the Jinister for Labour,
debate adjonrned.
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MOTION—BASIC INCOME FOR
ADULTS.

MR, NORTH (Claremont)
move— :

That this House considers that the preposil

by Mr, Lloyd Themas to establish o basie in-
come for every aduolt of 253s. n week should he
examined by officers of the Treasury and the
Government Statistician’s deparbment, apd »
report thercon made to Cabinet.
This is esseutially a motion for recopstruc-
tion. Just as the memher for West Perth
said that we should oecenpy ourselves with
the obtaining of food for the people we re-
present, so | think we should employ some
of our time with the question of reconstrnc-
tion, It has heen said that the IMederal Gov-
ernment is giving attention to reconslrue-
tion; but I would like to hear from the Min-
ister concerned, in this debate, how we stand
in the mafter, It is bigh time o clavify
the position as to where the Seate Parlia-
ment will stand in regard to reconstruction.
The motion deals with a proposal made by
Mr. Ltoyd Thomas, who is a vadio broad-
caster. A few copies of his utteranee have
heen delivered here for perusal by members.
I am not here either to support or {¢ op-
pose what Mr. Thomas advoeates, but draw
attention to the fact that Mr. Lloyd Thamas
broadeasts twice a day to the people of
Western Australia and that he has a large
following. [ am told thai in the electoral
distriet of Subiace the member for the dis-
trict was chairman of an andicnee of one
thousand, which turned up to s meeting on
reconstrnetion called by Mr. Thomas. Fur-
ther, T am informed that he addressed =a
large meeting at Bunbury.

Now, where are we standing in this mat-
ter? Mr. Thomas makes proposals which I
shall state very shortly from the pages of
the work he has publishe@. Those proposals
not only are revolutionary as regards their
proportions but really displace the need for
a Treasurer, becanse they involve definite
taxation. His proposals amount to the
taking-over of £300,000,000 a vear from the
national ineome and re-gistvibuting it. I re-
peat, Mr. Thomas has a large following in
Western Australia. I bhegan my remarks
by asking where we stand in matters of
reconstroction, Mr. Thomas is a vesident of
Western Auslralia, and so far all his work
has been done avound the hroadeasting
stations of this State. One of his points in
the *Quiz"” at the end of his boeok is this—

How do you take up thess proposals?—
Through your member of Parliament.

31]: I
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Ang if your member refuses to support an

Act to bring in these proposals known as the
base income?—Then put him out.
The guestion is, are we getting broadenst ont
of this Parliament? In my distriet Mr.
Lloyd Thomas and Mr. Beeby and perhaps
others have a far higger following than mem-
bers of this Chamber have in their elee-
torates at the present time. Mr. Thomas's
views are heard twice a day all the weck.

The Minister for Warks: So were Bar-
ker’s!

Mr. NORTH : Barker got a seat.

The Minister for Works: But he did not
take it.

My, NORTH: I am not advoeating M.
Barker's views, but am making the point
that at present members of the community
are enahled to hear views upon which there
is no cheek, and that those whe promulgate
these views obtain large followings. T con-
sider it to be our duty—

The Minister for Works:
them in thix Chamber?

My, NORTH: The hon. gentleman ecan
speak for himself when the time comes. It
is necessary to ensure that these proposals
are checked. IE they are corrvect, it is all
right. We have officers under the centrol
of Parlianjent suech as the Government
Statistician and Treasury officials. They
understand taxation, and know the facts of
such things. If we permit proposals to he
put to the people and large followings ob-
tained, then if those proposals are without
any foundation we are neglecting our duty
as members of Parlinment. Quite enough
work has te be done throughout this coun-
try without allowing large numbers of
people to spend their time upon projects
which are unnecessarv, Therefore my
motion nrges that the proposals to which I
have alluded he seni to the Government
Statistictan and to the Treasury with a view
to this House obtaining a report as to
whether the things advoeated are sound.

The Minister for Mines: Are you dis-
tributing these proposals?

Mr, NORTH: Some copies of the pro-
posals were sent to the House, and I handed
a few around. Tn order that members gen-
erally may become aware of the nature of the
proposals, I shall read from the “Quiz.” We
must bear in mind that we have the member
for Murchison with us, and that it would
not he in order for me to say whether the
proposals deserve consideration until I am
in possession of that hon. member's outlook

To advocate
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on the question. For T know that the hon.
member is in a position to hand us proposals
which will do all the things of which Mr.
Thomas speaks, and far more, without any
trouble at all to ws. We have vepeatedly
carried motions of such natare. In order
to enable the member for Murchison to
take an intelligent interest in the pro-
posals, I shall read for his special
benefit the ruling given by the head of
the Federal Reserve Bank of the United
States of Ameriea.  The ruling concerns
what happens if one issues free ¢wrrencies.
Mr. Thomas proposes a scheme which is
quite orthodox, Through My, O. L. Isaach-
sen, general manager of the Bank of
Adelaide, I have heen handed a document,
slraight from Wasbington, staling the views
of orthodox finance upon the proposals of
the member for Murchison. The Governor
of the Federal Reserve system at Washing-
ton has there eriticised views similar to those
we have often heard here. We are all
guilty-—not only the member for Murehi-
son—of the proposals for national credit.
Here is the reply given by the head of intex-
national finance to the proposal for national
credit—

Your plan as described in the Congressional
Record ig for the Government to finance ita
expenditures by issuing new money and avoid-
ing the payment of interest. In this fashion
you would have the Government meet not only
its normal cxpenditures in excess of receipts
but alse the cnormous defence expenditures
now under way and in contemplation and ulti-
niately the entire outstanding Federal debt.

The sovercign power of Congress to authorise
such o programme is beyond question, What
las to be determined, however, is whether it
would be for the good of the country to embark
on such a course, To my ming it would be dis-
astrous. Plausible as your proposals may be
made to appear, there is no escape from the
truth that someone must pay for everything.
If the Government could save the billion or
wmore a year without causing any correspond-
ing or greater losses to the country, no one
vould reasonzbly he opposed to your proposal.
I am convinced, however, that the creation of
the huge amount of new money contemplated
by your plan ecould only lead to incaleulable
losses for the country as a whole. The
sovereign power of Congress to authorise such
a programme is beyond question

Towards the end, the Head of the Interna-
tiona! Finance says—

Financing government by issuing currency
would have a double-barrelled effect upon the
interest income of the publie. It would reduce
the amount of interest received by savers,
and i would inercase the amount of

money available for investment. A3 use
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for these funds was sought, interest rates

on all types of debt would decline, until
the bare ecosts of investment could not
be met, In such circumstances funds in-

tended for investment would either remain un-
invested or would out of necessity be used for
the speculative purchase of existing eonsump-
tion goods, physical property or equities of
various Kinds. This would intensify the infla-
tion already generated by capacity production
for the defenee programme if financed by new
money., Such conditions would completely de-
moralise our economic system a3 now consti-
tuted. Tt would mean the end of capitalism
and require the substitution of some other
system in its place

I vead that not to advoeate the views ex-
pressed therein, but to try to give members
an idea of how the money magnates, the
finanecial Tsars of the world, arve meeting the
masses of propaganda distributed all over
the world hy keen fighters like the memher
for Murchison. So far, there is scarcely a
ripple on the ocean.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is mostly un-
dereurrent,

Mr. NORTH: Now, here we have an ex-
{remely elever speaker over the air who, vear
in and year out, holds his public. He comes
forward with an orthodex proposal to do
those very things which the statesmen of the
world say should be done. We have been
told in speeches delivered in hoth Europe and
Ameriea that the masses are coming into
their own, that the old days of privileges are
past, that there will be jobs for ali and con-
sequently no more unemployment. We have
heard sueh talk from statesmen all over the
world, but not one conerete proposal has yet
heen made to bring all this into effect. The
so-called new ideas are, in faet, as the mem-
her for Murchison has said, as old as Lin-
coln’s. They are being opposed tooth and
nail in high places. Thus T urge members to
zive the fullest eonsideration to any orthodox
ideas or proposals for reconstruction, so that
these may he checked. In other words, we
shonld be friendly to those who are willing
to do something. We should not knock back
their proposals, or ignore them, without any
ronsideration.  Sueh proposals are heing
ignorved foday in high places. What T am
ahout to read is an attempt to answer a re-
guest made by Mr. Churchill, who has often
heen referred to as the great warhorse with
never A moment’s time for reconstruction.

The Minister for Mines: Like all other

Dritish Prime Ministers he will not gei the
ehance when the war is over,

My, NORTH: That 1s so. This is what
was said of Mr. Churechill in London on the
16th June of this year —

Economic problems facing the United
Nations in the future are now being dis-
cugsed in the Press, and ‘*The Times’’ draws
attention to the hopes recently expressed by
leading American statesmen that the world
will be freed of exploitation and that goods
will be freely cxehanged for mutual benefit.

The newspaper points out that the present
Prime Minister 12 vears ago, when ont of
office, spoke of the need to solve the problem
of distributing the produets of industry
widely amoeng the masses.

The Minister for Mines: YWhen out of
office ?

Mr. NORTH: Yes.
tinnes—

He referred to ‘‘the strange discordance
Letween eonsuming and producing power®’ and
refused to belicve no better adjustment could
be made between supply and demand. It
wag he who urged that upon ‘“this mysterious
erack and fissure in all eur arrangements and
apparatus the keenest minds of the world
should be conecentrated.’’ He gave a much-
needed warning that economic preblems, like
politieal issues, eannot be solved by any ex-
pression however bereft of national will, but
only by taking the right action. In eharncter-
istie phrase he deelared, ‘“Yon eannot cure
cancer by a majority.”’ And indeed went on
to urge that Parliament should set up a body
which could diseuss these economic questions
without heat or bias, without politieal pre-
judice or preoccupation with their effort.

Mr. Churchill’s advice was not taken.
Authoritative opinion at the time refused to
believe that any remedy was needed or ecould
be found outside the body of classical
ceconomic doctrine. Events have proved that
he was right, not they. A great body of in-
formed and responsible opinion on both sides
of the Atlantic iz now convinced that the
most vital and urgent problem of peace is to
find a curc for the strange discordance be-
tween production and eonsumption. States-
men, ceonomists and businessmen have to lay
their heads together and devise means by
which the world can produce what it is cap-
able of producing and distribute what it pro-
dneces ameng the people who need it and ean
use it.

The report con-

That report contains many generalisations,
all af whieh we ¢an support. But now AMr.
Thomas has come to lichi—the first person 1
have struck with a concvele proposal of
pounds, shillings and pence. T propose to
read the questions and answers ab the end of
the hooklet that I hold, for the benefit of
those members who have not alveady perased
them. The booklet is got up with the Atlan-
tie Charter and Mr. Roosevelt's Four Free-
doms, linked up with those matters whieh
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everyone supports. The questions and an-
swers are as follow:—

To whom is the basic income paid?—To
every person over the age of 21.

How much will be the payment?—It is
suggested that it should be 253. per week,
but it counld be inereased or decreased aceord-
ing to the coutribution to the social security
fund.

That is obvious!

Who pays for the basie income?—Every
peraon who carns any moxuey.

How much would they pay?—On the basis
of 25s. per week basic income the contribu-
tion would be approximately 7s. 6d. in the
pound of all carnings.

How would this eontribution be made?—In
the ease of wage-earncrs or payments for ser-
vices rendcred by means of tax stamps. A
person earning £8 per week would receive £35
in cash and £3 in stamps.

How would he receive his hasic income?—y
payment in eash through a hank or post office,
or by cheque.

Could a person he deprived of his basic
income >—Only upon it being proved to the
satisfaction of a magistrate that the person
was irresponsible and was squandering lhis in-
come on drink or in seme other undesirable
way—

The Minister for Mines: The magistrate

would be kept very busy!

Mr, NORTH : —

in which case it could be ordered that for a
certain period the income be paid out in kind
instead of in ensh. Persons sent to prison for
more than seven days should be deprived of
the invome for the period of their imprison-
ment, and the amount paid to the prison
authorities towards the cost of their upkeep.
Persons in hospitals amd institutions should
have four-fifths of their invome payable to the
authorities concerned, and bhalance paid to them
in cash by the institution.

Could the basie eome be seized by eredi-
tors?—XNo. Tf would he inalienable except for
the purchase of a house through a govermirent
housing board or approved bhuilder or build-
ing socicty,

Could a person assign his income!—XNo. A
hushand would not cven be permitted to pur-
chase a house in his wife’s name hecause it
would destroy his own security in the event
of a separation.

He is going a hit too far there!

Could a hushand and wife jointly assign
their invomes to purchase a house in their joint
names?—Yes, provided the joint assignment
did not exceed £1, i.e,, 10s. on each income,

Mr. Sampson: That is out-marshalling
Marshall!
.Mr. NORTH : The booklet proceeds-—

What would be the position regarding a house
so purehased in the event of a separation?——
The same as exists at the preseni time umder
common Jaw,
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Would the basic income abolish existing pen-
gions—i.e.,, old age, invalid, widows, ete.i—
Yes, and abolish with them the restrietions on
earning capacity.

Would it abolish child endowment?—No; it
is suggested that ehil® endowment should in-
clude the first child.

Is any provision made for people under 217
—No. Tt is presumed that the majority of
people under 21 bave parental care.

Now we come to fignres. These will interest
the member for Bast Perth, he being an ae-
countant—

How much money would be required to pay
the basic income?—On present figures approxi-
mately £6,000,000 a week, or £312,000,000 a
year,

On the basis of 7s. 6d. in the £1 on earn-
ings, how much would the contributions yield?

—On the last available aggregate income
figure (£800,000,000) the yield wonld be
£300,000,000.

Mr. Watts: These figures are Australia-
wide, I suppose?

Mr. NORTH: Yes, but they are being
put forward in this State. There is no sug-
gestion as to whether this question should
be handled by the States or by the Common-
wealth Government. Either set of Govern-
ments would probably do the job.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Ov handled by GPR,

Myr. NORTH: I continue reading—

. . . How would the deficit of £12,000,000 be
paid >—From the £16,000,000 paid ount in exist-
ing pensions to invalids and the aged without
considering the new cost involved in widows’
pengions. There would he a surplus in the
fund if the social sceurity contribution was
8a. in the pound instead of the 7s. 6id. sug-
gested.

Do single people pay mure than married
people 2——Xo. The basic wage i~ paid to the
wife as an individual eitizen and not as a
wife,

Wonldn't sueh a heavy contribution stifle
ambition and enterprise '—Why should it? The
man on £8,000 a year wounld still have £3,000
left, plus his basic income. The mun on £800
a year would still have £300 left, plus his
basic ineome. The man on £200 a vear would
pay a contribution of £75, but he would re-
ceive back for himself 211 but €10 in basie
income and, if he was married, his wife would
receive £65 for no contribution, so the fawmily
income would increase by £65 a year.

How would the Dbasic income affect indus-
try?—It should help it, beeanse it would keep
a constant flow of money in cirenlation anongst
the people who spend it best.

My, Marshall: Does net taxation take a
certain amount of money out of ecirenla-
tion ?



[9 SepTEMBER, 1942.]

My, NORTH: That is a good question, I
continue reading—

How would the basic income affeet employ-
ment >—It should improve employment, be-
cause purchasing power creates employment.

Are there any exemptions!—No. All ineome
would have to pay socini sceurity contribution.
All persons gver 21 would reeeive the hasie
income subject to n residentinl qualifieation for
new artivals in the country.

Would new arrivals pay the contribution?—
Yes, subjeet to n qualification that if they left
the country within a certain period contribu-
tions would be returned to them, and subject
to the contributions being returned to them in
the event of unemployment and incapacity ns
basie incame, but only to the limit of the eon-
tributions made.

Why the vestrictions?’—Because if the hasie
inconte was common only te one country—say
Australia—it might attraet people to the
conntry who had no intention of playing their
part in the development of the nation.

Is the basic income plan suitable to all
countries?—Why not? It is only a question
of degree, dependent upon the amount of
aggregate income. A country with a smali
aggregate income might have to pay lower
benefits for a lower contribution—but the
standard of living is probably lower too, so
that relatively the position would be the same.

Does the basic income invelve any unorthodex
principle§—No. It ia exactly the same prin-
ciple a8 old-age, invalid and widows’ pensions
—with this difference: everyonme contributes,
It is a right, not a privilege, and not subject
to political whims or patronage. It would re-
move all property restrictions and restrictions
on earnings,

What would be the cost of administration?—
It should be comparatively low., Onee it wag
decided that a person was cligible for the in-
come by reason of birth or length of residence,
there would be no police work to do, as in the
case of pensions, where a large staff is engaged
investigating claims and making certain that
none of the complicated provisions of the Aect
are violated.

How would the cost of the basie income
compare with the ecost of the war to Australia?
—It would be less. But it is not, strictly
speaking, a cost. The money would he going
into construetion, and not destruction, and
maintaining a constant flow through industry
and production.

How much is Australia spending on the war?
—The present indieations are that approxi-
mately £400,000,000 will be spent in 1942-43.

What would be the cffect of the basic in-
come on general taxation?—It should assist
materially in reducing it, beenuse socinl ser-
vices will mot demand the same support from
general revenue. Institutions sueh as gaols,
hospitals, asyluma, ete., would receive the basie
income, less & mominal deduction for the in.
mates’ pocket money. This would relieve their
finances. No patient would be so poor that
he or she ¢ould pay nothing,

Would the basic income be subject to direct
taxation?—No. Direet taxation would be
Ievied only on the income remaining after de-
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ducting soeinl security contribution, and would
not include the amount returned as hasie in-
come,

Would it mean a big drop in income tax?—
It would mean a drop. But exemptions for
wives and children would be disallowed (basic
income and child cndowment would provide
greatcr benefits), and the peace-time need for
taxation would not be so great hecauwse of the
savings in social services which the basic in-
come would create.

Weuld the hasie income create wasters and
loafers ?—XNot more than we have at present.
A man or woman content to exist on 238 a
week is alveady a loafer, unleas he or she is
prepared te endure it for a purpose—such as
writing, composition ov study, which will bring
rewards later. TIn that ease the nation would
benefit in the end.

What would he the effect of the basie in-
come on publie and private charities?—It
should eliminate the need for them, with the
exceptions of hospitals, asytume, ete. The kind
of charity which gives out meal and bed
tickets, hlankets, food orders and so on would
largely be unnecessary, hecause the basie in-
come would provide the basic nceds of every
persoti.

How would the basic ineomce affect unem-
ployment pay?—Completely. There wouldn't
be any, and the States of Australia would save
millions, Incidentally, there would he very
little need for unemployment pay, beeause the
basic income would in itself circulate sufficient
money to kecp cmployment at a high level.

What is needed to establish the basic ineome?
—Anr Aet of Parliament.

How should T set about trying to ereate it?—
By asking your member to vote for an Aet to
establish a basic income.

And if he refuses?’—Help to put in another
member, In our demoeraey the individual con-
trols the policy of the coumtry in the last re-
sort. Every individual must play his part.
Every individuat must shape the policy of the
member, He should represent the majority of
his electorate, and not any one section of it.
If snfficient people want the basie income they
can get it—through the ballot box, and with it
;ecurity from want and seevrity from economie
ear.

T regret having trespassed on the time of
membeys to this extent, hut at any rate, thev
new know what My, Thomas i5 talking about.
Take the man who is paying an income tax
of 13s. in the pound. TIf he can he per-
suaded that by paying 7s. 6d. in the pound
he will have that much taken off his income
tax, aml that he will be aszessed at a lower
rate, possibly he will be interested in the
proposal. We do not know whether all these
contenfions ave corveet. In the course of
my study of economies T learnt that in some
ways the expression, “national income” is a
misnomer, We say that the national income
is £1,000.000,000 or £800,000,000 as it was
when the hook to which T have referred was
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written, but we do not mean tbat that is the
net income of the nation. The Deputy Pre-
mier may he drawing an inceme of £2,000 a
year, as he would draw if he were a judge.
He might be emploving a chauffeur and a
gardener, and be paving £250 a year to each
man. He would therefore be paying out
£500 a year in connection with those two
employees. It eould not he said that that
£300 a year must be added to the gross in-
come cnjoyed hy the Deputy Premier, be-
canse actually it would be voming out of his
income.

It may be that the proposals which have
heen enunciated are not watertight. I do
not wish to discourage anyone who will give
attention to such things. Much rather would
I wish to encourage people to advanee con-
crete proposals and to show how they could
be carried out. No doubt the proposals I
have brought forward will meet with
opposition at the hands of certain tax-
payers. My ides is that the Gov-
ernment should use its departmental
officials to create something akin to
a wav inventions hoard. Anyone who had
genuinely bright ideas could submit them to
thos¢ oflicials, who would have to be chosen
for their competenee to deal with such ques-
tions, Thus we should avoid the difficulty
of numbers of persons spending night after
night studying ideas only to have their hearts
broken because the ideas were found to be
impractieable.  Parliament would, npon re-
coipt of reports from the officials concerned,
he brought info line with people outside who
wanted cervtain things done. Anything
that was found fo be gooil cauld he returned
o the movement or transmitted to the
Federal spherve. T want to know where we
stand in Western Australia concerning re-
eonstruetion compared with where the Com-
monwenlth stands. Are we both doing the
same =ort of work {ogether or doing it hap-
hazardly !

It all these things were left to the Com-
monweatth (Government, no doubt they would
he attended to. Those of us, however, who
support State Parliaments and local govern-
mwent must in (urn support the idea that the
State Parbament should be the one to handle
reconstruetion, Mt was for that rveason I was
s0 keen to have passed in a previous cession
a motion providing for the examination of
a number of public works, I hope that mat-
ter has heen considered and that we xhall
hear something of the subject during this
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session. FEven if such works are put m
hand and there is no real worry ahount un-
employment for some time affer the war,
there will still be need for somebody at some
time to come forward with a concrete pro-
posal of pounds, shillings and pence to pro-
vide for the fultilment of the promises made
by all the nation-builders who have made
speeches over the air and contributions to
the Press.

I want to stress that I do net identify the
Nationa]l Party with my remarks, or with
these or any other proposals, I merely ask
that as a State we shonld lend a helping
hand to any person who is prepared to
assist in the recomstruction that must take
place after the war. T stand by my own
proposal which I put forward years ago in
this House and which appears in the
Nationalist paper. 1f we are sineere in our
desire to handle the economie problems
which exist and which Mr. Thomas in this
booklet attempts partly to solve—and his
proposal is to be followed hy other schemes
submitted by the same group of people—
we will do as the “Daily Mail” did in Lon-
don to establish the miracle of fiying, and
as the Commonwealth Government did when
it sought to bring the Federal capital into
being, namely, offer a substantial sum of
money for suggestions. I have suggested
that £100,000 should be awarded fto any
person who ean produce an answer to the
cconomic quiz which the statesmen of the
world bandy around, and who can soive the
problems of oversea trade and loeal pro-
duetion. Mr. Thomas attempts to solve the
diffieulty by taking income from the bhiz man
and giving it to the small man so that the
latter may spend more.

The Minister for Labour: Do I under-
stand that you are offeving this £100,0007

Mr. NORTH: I think T would be <afe in
doing s0, because under my proposal the
money would noi be prid until the scheme
was found to be workahle; until it had heen
passed by bankers and other people. The
conditions are simple. Advertisements wounld
he published calling for suggestions as to
how to give eflect to the Atlantic Charter
and Myr. Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms. What
is the problem Mr. Thomas has to solve? It
is this: A factory is built in Subiaco to
manufacture machinery. More workers are
employed and machines are to be sold from
that faetory similar to machines which pre-
viously came from the outside world. Mr.
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Cordell Hull wants those machines brought
into this couniry and would knoek down the
taritf. The problem is simply understood
by those who have studied it. If machines
are introduced from abroad and the tariff
wall is knocked down, 2,000,000 people in
Australia will be out of work. If machines
are not brought into this country, the tariff
will remain ond wars will continue,

That s the problem that has to be solved.
Who ean solve it? Some people say that
the use of national credit is the solution.
Others say that is a fallaey and that it
would lead to inflation. They do not, how-
ever, say what should be done, apart from
making the nice general remarks that I have
quoted to the etfect that consumption should
be corrvelated with production. We ean all
say that. What should be done is to offer
a helping hand to any person who suggests
a solution. If I had any power, I would
invite members of the public not oecupied
in other duties to consider these problems
and seek a solution, and if I were in a
higher position I would ecertainly offer
£100,000 to any person who could produce a
method by which Mr. Cordell Hull's plans
and the Atlantic Charter could be given ef-
fect to without their conflicting ‘with Aus-
tralia’s Jocal and national manufacturing
ideals.

The Minister for Aines: Whom would you
appoint as judge to see whether such a
scheme was all right?

Mr. NORTH: There would have to be a
committee of bankers, statesmen and other
people—say about 20—who would have to
pass these proposnls before they were
adopted.

The Minister for Works: Would you brief
counse] to argue the points at issue?

Mr. Hughes: If that weve done,
£100,000 would soon be gone!

Afr. NORTH: I am only one humble eciti-
zen. I am sure that if a few citizens got
together on this matter they conld draw up
what was wanted and put the Atlantic
Charter into a blue print. No man in the
civil service could do this.
working out a scheme are those who go in
for bir deals, and whose names are never re-
vealed: men such as those who are spoken
of in the Left hooks, who have a knowledge
of this kind of thing. Such men as these
must be drawn into the scheme, They must
be offered big money and they will prepare
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o blue print covering the solution of our
prohlems.

Let it be understood that I am not ad-
voeating Mr. Thomns’s proposals, but I am
pointing out that effect cannot be given to
the platitndes so constantly expressed un-
less we employ the hest brains in the world
to consider the matter, and pay them. Such
men are not in the Governments nor in the
civil serviees, as we discovered during the
Iast war. As a small step towards atlempt-
ing to solve these great questions, it wounld
be a very nice gesture on the part of this
House to urge that My. Thomas's proposals
and others that might follow should be
tested by our experis under the control of
Parliament. Treasury officials could rvead
this book i a couple of hours, and probahly
in a few minutes put their fingers on any
weaknesses that might exist in the pro-
posals. If the proposals are absolutely
sound, the House couid hand them over to
the Reconstruction Committee. If we igmore
snggestions like those of Mr. Thomas, I
am sure we shall do a bad service to en-
thusiasts in Western Australia.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT.

To Disallow Fees Regulation.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [3.38]: I
move—

That Regulation 20 made under the Workers’
Compensation Act, 1912.1941, as published in
the ‘‘Government Gazette'’ on the 5th day of
June, 1942, and laid upon the Table of the
House on the 4th day of August, 1942, he and
the same is hereby disallowed.

This regulation has reference to the fees to
be paid to the Medieal Register Committee
appointed under the amendment to the
Workers' Compensation  Aet, whieh was
passed last year. Members will recall that
in pursuance of the Government’s view that
the dealings by medieal practitioners with
workers' compensation cases should be open
to review by a committee to be appointed,
provision was made in the Act for the ap-
pointment of a committee consisting of a
Judge or resident magistrate as chairman,
two medical practitioners as members, and
two other members to he appointed hy the
Governor. Those persons have been ap-
pointed, and the Minister has supplied their
names. The chairman is Mr. Justice Wolff.
The two medical memhers are Drs. Frank L.
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Gill and M. Kasner Moss, and the two other
members are Messrs. Wilfred L. Carter, and
Geoftrey L. Keating. ivervhody knows
Mr, Justice Wolff and the high position he
occupies in the judiciary of this State.
Most of us are aequainted with the two medi-
cal practitioners who hold pesitions of some
importance in the medical world of this
State. T believe that Mr, Wilfred Carter is
the manager of an insurance company, and
Myr. Geoffrey L. Keating is a Trades Hall
official. I have no objection to the members
of the committee. My ohjection is to the fees
proposed to be paid for the services to he
rendered by them as such members. Regn-
lation 20 provides—

The fees and expenses shall be as fol-
lows:—

Chairman—£7 7s. per meeting or any ad-

journment thereof.
Members—£5 58, per meeting or any ad-
journment thereof.

Registrar—£100 per annum,
That is the regulation which T seek to dis-
allow, At the outset I wish to state that I
have no objection to the fee of £100 per
annum suggested for the registrar. In deal-
ing with the amount set down for the chair-
man, Mr. Justice Woll, I recognise that his
normal remuneration as a judge of the
Supreme Court is probably at or ahount the
figure mentioned there if ealeulated on a
daily basis, hut this is not ecaleculated on a
daily basis. The regulation provides that
the payment shall be £7 7s. per meeting or
any adjowrnment thereof, and it is not be-
¥ond the bounds of possibility that a meet-
ing might Iast an hour and he adjourned to
the followiug day when it mayv last only ten
minutes, in which ecase an hour and ten
minutes mukes the learned judge eligible
for an amount of £14 14=. T do not think
that was the intention, but the regulation has
been drawn in such a way as to convey
something not intended. Tf it was a ques-
tion of £7 7s, per day my ohjection to that
part of the repulation would not he so great
as it is.

Mr. Hughes: Why should a public servant
in receipt of £2,000 a vear get paid for extra
work?

AMr. Danev: That i= all in pursnance of
the “austerity campaign,” T sappose!

Mr. WATTS: Tt appears to ho the prae-
tice for payvment of that kind to be made,
and 1 am prepared to assume that the work
contemplated in the Medieal Register Com-
wmitter proposal would he done in what is
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eommontdy known as the spare time of the
member in quesiion. 1 am also prepared to
assume that these mectings would take place
after the hours in which he ordinarily does
his work and, if it had heen caleulated on an
hourly basis and some reasonable fee fixed I
would not have made such a hig objection.
But as it is worded, I think the House will
agree thot it should he re-drafted and re-
gazotted.

The regulation says “per meeting or any
adjournment thereot.” TLet us assume that
the medical practitioner’s rate is reasonable,
Then, why should the lay members receive
the same remuneration? 1If it is right for
the medical praectitioners to receive an
amount ealeulated in that manner, there are
styong grounds for suggesting that those
members of the committee without any par-
tieular professional qualifientions, and who
do not run the rvisk as doefors may do of
losing patients when engaged on this busi-
ness, should not receive the same remunera-
tion as n medical practitioner. It seems to
me that the whole of this regulation has been
framed without proper consideration of the
circunstances of the ease. I do not think
this House will allow it to remain and he
enforeed as it is at present. I believe the
Act itself provides that the total eost of this
Medieal Register Committee will be calen-
lated annunally and be divided up amongst
the various insuranee companies, including
the State Insurance Office, that are engaged
on workers’ compensation husiness; and it
has heen suggested to me, hecause of that,
that it does not much matter what the fee i<
Leeause when it is divided up amongst 4 or
530 eompanies it will be a very small amount
POT COMPARY o1 anmium,

That may he a nice point of view, bnt
i a regulation of this rort is to stand it will
estahlish an extraordinary preeedent, nnd 1
propose to eompare the fees with those paid
to members of other boards, many of which
comprise professional men of one kind or
another. 1T will pefer to a return furnished
in another place last year hy the Chief
Seeretarv. It deals with 77 hoards in all,
hut I propose to refer to only three. The first
is the Medical Board of Western Australia
which aets under the Medieal Act and which
contvols, generally  speaking, the medienl
profession in this State in all its avennes,
and not only in regard to workers' compen-
sation. Aceording to the yeturn the memhers
of this board are paid €1 ls. per member
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per meeting from the hoard’s own revenue.
That is a very different thing from what is
proposced here—£T 7s. and £3 3s. per meeting
or any adjowrnment theveof,

The next hoard to whieh [ refer is the
Dental Board of Western Australia,  Tis
members eome almost within the eategory of
medical practitiouers these days. That board
has seven wembers and their remunerafion
1= nil.  The next is the Pharmaceuntical Board,
which is composed of chemists, and again
they oceupy a somewhat similar position to
the members of the other hoards. They have
seven members on this hoard and their ve-
muneration s nil.  Taken hy and lavee T
suhmit the motion to the House and helieve
that T have presented a case which shows
that there is need for this regulation to he
again taken in hand and re-dvafted and re-
azetted in some more aceeptable form.

I conelnede by saxing that T have not the
¢lightest personal animus against any mem-
her of the committee. v, Justice Wolff and
T were friends many yeavs ago. I look baek
with pleasant recollections to the days when
he and T were artieled elerks together. Two
of the other members T do not know at all,
but even if T did T would still say there is
no personal refleetion on them. MMy opinion
13 simply that this regulation should be re-
ferred hack whenee it eame, to be ve-dvafted
more in keeping with our ideas of what pay-
ments zhoull be made for serviers rendered
by persons in the positions accupied by these
gentlemen.

On motion by the Minister for Tabowmr,
dehate adjounrned.

MOTION—PUBLIC TRUSTEE ACT.
To Disallow Charges Regulation.

MR. WATTS [3.47}: 1
move—

Fhat Regulation ¢ made under the Publle
Trustee Aect, 1841, as published in the ‘‘Gov-
ernment Gazette’’ on the 26th day of June,
1942, and laid upon the Table of the House
on the 4th day of August, 1942, be and the
same is herchy disallowed.

This regulation has been made under the
"Public Trustee Act and T am, unfortunatelw,
obliged to move to disallow the whole of it.
Regulation 6 deals with the commissions and
remunerations whieh shall be chargeable by
the Public Trustee for serviees rendered by
him. Tt contains a number of paragraphs
running from (a} to (h) I have no objec-
tion to the greater number of the provisions,
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but as I have said, I am obliged to move to
disallow the whole of the regulation. The
two parts of it to which I take exception
and ask the House to ngree with me, are
paragraphs (b) and (f). Paragraph (h)
states—

Rents or other income collected by agents
and on which an agent's eommission is charged
shall, at the discretion of the Public Trustee,
he c¢harged at a rate of comunission not ex-
ceeding two and one-half per centum.
Paragraph (f) of the regulation reads---

The Public Trustee shall take and retain a
comnission of one per centum on all moneys
received for investment under the provisiona
of Beetion 37 (1), (2), and (3) of the Act,
With regard to paragrapl {b), which pro-
vides that it shall bhe at the discretion of
the Public Trustee to collect commission to
the extent of two and a half per cent. on
rents or other income eollected hy an agent
and on which commission has already hecen
charged, I think, first of all, that the charg-
ing of such commission should not he at the
discretion of the Public Trustee. It shonld
either be fixed by regulation at a specified
fee and charged in cvery instance, or shouli
not be chargeable at all. Tt does not seem
right that the Publie Trustee should in any
specific case be able to make up his mind
whether he should charge eommission on
an amount collected on which commission
had already been paid o an agent or some
other collector or, on the contrary, whether
he would not collect any fee at all. The
Iatter I believe would be the proper conrse
in a case of that deseription beenuse there
would he nothing for the trustec to deo, and
«0 1 believe this provision should he taken
out of the regulation.

It appears to me that if the Public Trus-
tee employs, or eontinues the emplovment of
an agent for the collection of income in con-
nection with an estate, then the estate itselt
rhould he obliged to pay only the required
commission to the agent. That is my peint
of view. Ii should be sufficient for the
estate to pay only the commission that is
payable to the agent so emploved or kept
in employment. TIn any event, if we are
prepared to concede that it is rensonable for
the Public Trustee to receive any such com-
mission under the provisions of the Aect, it
should not be in his discretion to charge or
not to charge commission as he might see
fit. Tt should be laid down in the regulation
what he should charge, and that commizsion
shonld be charged on every occasion,
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Dealing now with paragraph (f) of the
regulation which provides that the Public
Trustee shall retain one per eent. com-
missien on all moneys received for invest-
ment under the provisions of Section 37,
even If my first objection is not regarded as
sufficient ground for the rejection of the
regulation, [ have no hesitation in saying
that this portion of the regulation is, Suh-
seclions (1), (2), and (3) of Section 37 of
the Public Trustee Aet provide as follows:—

(1} The investment of moneys under the
control or subject to any order of the Supreme
Court shall be made by the Publie Trustee.

(2) All moneys or damages so received or
awarded Ly or to the Public Trustee shall,
subjeet to any specific or general direetions of
the appropriate court, be held and applied by
him in such manner as he thinks fit for the
maintenance and edueation or otherwise for
the benefit of the persons entitled thereto.

In Sub-section (3) there is the real hone of
contention.

(3) (a) All moneys ordered hy a magistrate
of a Jocal court to Le invested under the pro-
visions of the Workers' Compensation Act,
1912-1939, shall be paid to the Public Trustec,
and the receipt of the Public Trustee, or of
anyone zuthorised by him in that behalf, shall
be o complete discharge to the magistrate and
all other persons eoncerned.

(b) The Public Trustee shall thereupon hold

the said moneys for the person or persons en-
titled thereto.
It will be remembered that when the Bill was
before the House for consideration last year,
I opposed the inclusion of this particular
provision, which sects out that all moners
ordered by a magistrate to he invested under
the provisions of the Workers' Compengation
Aet shall be paid to the Publie Trustee for
investment or disposal otherwise. T stated
then, and I still think, that resident magis-
trates in such ecases as have come before
them have taken such action as thev con-
sidered was necessary and have earried out
their investment duties satisfactorily, I he-
lieve, in all instanees. No case has been
brought to my notice where the position has
been the reverse. I submit it was totally un-
necessary for the Aet to provide for anvone
else to handle this money other than the
magistrates themselves. TFowever, the pro-
vision was retained in the Bill which there-
after became an Act, and the Government
now has in the regulations under the Publie
Trustee Act a provision that enables the
PPablic Trustee to levy in respect of all cases
coming within that eategory a charge of one
per cent. on all monevs received by that
official for investment.
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I did not desive the Public Trustee to have
that authority; but now he has it, so far as
I am coneerned I do not intend to agree to
a fee of one per cent. heing chargeable on an
amount paid as compensation to dependants
of a deceased worker. For iy part I desire
€0 see that the money i3 retained for that pur-
posc and the Publie Trustec should do, as
magistrates and others have done in the past,
the best in the intercsts of the people en-
titled to the money. I hope to see that
they are not deprived of one shilling, let
alone one per eent., of the money to which
they arve entitled. In the ecireumstances, if
members do not choose to take exception to
the regulation on the ground of the first
ohjection I raise regarding the extra amount
of commission payable, they should agree to
disallow the regulation in order to remove
from it the provision that will permit the
Public Trustce to charge commission on
monevs handed to him for investment on
behalf of those to whom eompensation has
been awarded. For those reasons I ask the
House to disallow the regulation.

On motion by the Minister for Justice,
debate adjourned.

MOTION—GOVEENMENT STOCK
SALEYARDS ACT.

To Dizallow Yarding Regulations.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [4553]: 1
move—

That regulations under the Government Stock
Saleyards Act, 1941, gazetted in the ‘‘Govern-
ment Gazette’’ of the 10th July, 1942, and
laid on the Table of the House on the 5th
August, 1842, be and are hereby disallowed.
Last session the House passed the Govern-
ment Stock Saleyards Aet which, as the
Minister explained in his second reading
speech, was introduced for the purpose of
obtaining proper control over salevards.
Formerly the position had not been suf-
ficiently clear, with the result that legis-
lation was introduced so that proper author-
ity would be vested in someone to exercise
the required supervision and econirol over
stoek placed in the yards. The regulations,
for the disallowance of which I am now mov-
ing, have heen introduced consequent upon
the passing of that legislation, Presumably,
when the regulations were drawn up the
Minister had assistance. No doubt he called
to hix nid various stork brokers who have
been using the saleyards for many years
and who wounld be quite competent to fur-
nish him with adviee.
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On the other hand, I do not know if he
also secured the advice of the stoek owners.
He may have done so, and if he did I would
like the Minister to indicate during the
course of his reply what stock owners fur-
nithed him with that adviee. I think all will
aeree that owners of stock who have sent
their eattle and sheep to the saleyards for
disposal over a period of many years would
be eompetent to give belpful advice regard-
ing regulations that should be fromed to
control the handling of stock in the yards.
Unfortanately I am cowpelled to move for
the disallowance of the regulations as a
whole, although I recognise that many of
them are quite satisfactory and necessary,
I appreciate the fact that it is absolutely
essential for regulations to be gazetted deal-
ing with such matters so that stock handled
in the yards shall he wnder proper super-
vision, and that the necessary anthority shall
he cxercised in that respect. I have no
desire to secure the disallowanee of all the
regulations, but only of a very few whieh I
will indieate,

One of the objectives of the Bill intro-
duced last year was to separate the abattoirs
from the salevards. Under the saleyards
regulations, certain charges are heing levied
and the income is to be used fo make im-
provements to the yards which, in many
mnstanees, are urgently required. I would
like some better indication than is given by
our recent experience that proper super-
vision is going to be maintained over any
expenditure made on the wards. Quite
reeently the sleeper flooring of some of the
vards was removed and cement was laid
down, but whoever was in charge of that
work was cither horribly incompetent or
negligent.  Although cement flooring has
heen put down, it has heen laid on a flat
base and there is no drainage. It is im-
material whether an owner has sheep in a
sleeper-floored yard, a ecment-floorved yard
or an earth-fioored yard, if it becomes wet
the fleece will be damaged. I should like
the Minister to have a thorough investiga-
tion made and if my stntements, as I have
every reason fo Dbelieve, are true that the
floor has not been property drained, some-
one should be called to account,

Stockowners recognise the necessity for
and justice of paying fees when the money
is to be used for improving the yards, bui
adequate supervision should he exerecised to
ensure that stockowners get value for their
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money, All too frequently sheep are sent
to the saleyards, and the lirst thing that
owners hear is that they have secured say
23s. for so many sheep, and for one, two or
even half-a-dozen of the same sheep, any-
thing down to 10s. That represents a hig
Joss, Especially does it apply to an owner
who is Hving a long way from Perth and
who has probably had to truek his sheep on
a Monday afternoon. What would be more
natoral than that o sheep, after being in a
truck from Monday afternoon to Woednes-
day morning, should lic down in the pen?
1f it has to lie down on the floor of a pen
rovered with water, the fleece will be stained
and the valwe of the animal immediately
redueed.

The first regulation to which I take ex-
ception is No. 7, which reads—

The Minister will not be responsible for
any injury or damage to or for the death or
cseape of any stock hrought or delivered to a
saleyard.

The whole object of the legislntion passed
last year, as stated hyv the Minister in mov-
ing the second reading, was to place some-
one in charge of the vards so that control
could he exercised to prevent anvone taking
sheep out of the vard unless he had the re-
quisite anthority to de so. That is provided
for in the regulations. Regulation 3 reads—

Any persen placing or causing to be placed
stock in a saleyard shall place them in such
pens or yards as the officer in charge wmay
direct, and shall in all matters relating to
the reception, warding, removal and delivery
of sueh stock, carry out the dircetions of the
officer in charge in regard thercto. ’
He has also to give a statement of the num-
ber of sheep placed there, and a further
regulation prohibits anvone from taking
stock out of the yard wniil he has obtained
the authority of the person in charge. In
these circumstances, that person should he
responsible for the eseape of any slock
brought in or delivered to the yard, and the
regulation, instead of providing that the
Minister shall not be responsible, should
stiputate that the Qlinister shall bhe ve-
sponsible. Therefore T axk for the disallow-
ance of Regulation 7. When the Minister
was speaking last vear he indieated the
necessity for this responsibility, although he
said it was diffieult to believe that anything
ap to half a truckload of sheep had disap-
peared from the time of the sale to the time
for taking delivery of the stock. It is ab-
solutely necessary that responsibility should
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be vested in the controlling authority at the
yards for the safety of stock during the
time they are under his care, This respon-
sibility should extend, not only to prevent-
ing eseape, but also to the handling of stock.
If there is no responsibility on a person
handling stock and he pushes them along 2
race, it is quife possible for injury to be
caused to sheep, and immediately that hap-
pens the value of the animal decreases.
Under another regulation such stock can-
not be sold, and the loss in that case falls
on the unfortunate owner, who may be hun-
dreds of miles distant in the eountry. By
placing the responsibility on the controller,
we <hall ensuve the exercise of proper care
by servants when handling stock on hehalf
of the owners, Regulation 17 reads—

Yard dues shall be charged only ance for
any lot or stock resubmitted for sale on the

same day by the stock agent respousible for
the first offering,

Regulation 18 provides—

When any lots passed in or sold by stock
agents are transferred to another stock agent
and again submitted for sale on the same day,
yard dues shall be charged on both transactions,

I can quite helieve that these regulations
were brought in at the instigation of ithe
agents. It is conceivable that an owner,
having stock for sale, may have it offered by
an agent but, believing that the value is not
heing realised, the owner refuses to sell and
has the lot passed in. Sohsequently he de-
cides to put it up for sale on the same day
through another agent and it is sold. For
this reason he is to he charged double vard
fees. Suvely that is wrong! Tf the stock
is put up again through the agent respon-
sible for the first offering, the owner pavs
only one yard fee. I cannot help thinking
that this regulation was brought in at the
instigation of agents with a view to prevent-
ing the transfer from one agent to another.
Of course a man might buy stock at the
beginning of a sale and, finding that the
market has gone up, might tvansfer it and
have if sold again the same day. That is a
different matter. 'Two people have sold that
stock and two people have used the yard,
and so there should be two yard fees. I
have no ohjection to that. But when the
ownership does not change and the owner
decides to resubmit a lot through another
agent at the same sale, it is not fair that
he should be asked to pay two yard fees.
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That regulation needs to he aliered. Re-
gulation 20 provides—
Yard dues shall be levied on all rung given

from stock yarded for sale on the day prior
to sale day.

Regnlation 21 reads—

Yard dues shall be levied on all runs given

on the day of sale,
That, 1 understand, is to cover cases where
a consignment of sheep is sent down for sale
either on the day before or on the day of
the sale, and someone decides to purehase
them heforehand. Fees are then charged in
accordance with the regulations, I dirvect at-
tention to the faect that there ave fees other
than those set out in the regulations dealing
with yard fees that may be levied with the
approval of the confrolling authority of the
stockyards. T will deal with them presently.
Regulation 25 is another one to which T ask
the House to disagree—

Any stoek dying in a saleyard or arriving

dead shall be taken possession of and treated
by the contreller.
The part I have read of this vegulation is all
vight, but there is no provision for valuing
the animal, whether it be a sheep or anything
else, and that is highly necessary. Stock are
placed in frucks in remote couniry distriets
and sent to Midland Junction for sale. If
an animal dies after being put in the sale-
vards, therc should be some provision for an
authority to value the animal. A dead sheep,
for instance, wounld have a skin on it, and the
value of that skin should be determined so
that the interesis of the owner may he pro-
tected.

Now I eome to Regunlation 26 -~

Any stock arriving in a saleyard in a crippled
or disabled condition shall not be offered for
sale by auction. Stock agents shall arrange
with the officer in charge for the removal of
all disabled stock to the abattoirs for imme-
diate staughter.

Awain there i= no provision for valuing the
animal, and that is a highly important mat-
ter. Either the controller of the abattoirs
or the stoek agent should value animals not
fit for snbmission to sale. The next matter
T desive to draw sttention to is the fees
charged on stock submitted at the vards,
Regulation 16 reads—

The following ducs and fees shall be paid
in respeect of all stock yarded for sale, whether
sold or not, that i3 to say—ZFor every ox, bull,
cow, heifer, and yearling, 9d4.; for every ecalf
under the age of one year, 6d.; for every

sheep, lamb or goat, 1%4d.; for every pig of
the value of £1 or over, 3d.; for cvery pig
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under the value of £1, 1d.; cattle-dipping
charge, per head, 6d.; sheep-dipping charge,
per head, 3d.; for every horse offered for sale,
is.; for every vehicle offered for sale, l1s.

Dealing with the figures of stock that went
through those saleyards last year, I find that
if those fees arc charged the authorities will
have a revenue of just under £7,000 a year.
A total of 34,410 ecattle went through the
vards. 1 have no means of ascertaining how
many of those eattle were over a year and
how many under a year old; but I shall as-
sume, for the purpose of arriving at some
conclusion, that three-quarters of the num.
ber, or 25,807, would be over one year old.
At 9d4. per head that would mean £967 1s. 3d.
in yard fees. The quarter under a year old,
or 8,602, at 6d. per head would represent
fees totalling £215 1s. 0d., making a grand
total of £1,182 2s, 3d. for the cattle passed
through the Midland Junction saleyards last
vear. As regards sheep, 668,314 at 1%4d.
each would rvepresent £4,176 19s. 3d. In the
case of pigs, there is the same difficulty as
with cattle, because I have no means of de-
termining how many were valued at over £1
and how many were below that value. If
three-quarters of the number of pigs yarded
(140,328) were valned at over £1, it
follows that 105,246 at 3d. would represent
£1,315 1ls. Gd. and the remaining quarter,
35,082, at 1d., £146 3=. 6d.; or a grand total
of £6,820 16s. Gd.

As T indieated earlier, there are other
charges such as ecattle dipping and sheep
dipping, which inerease the total. In addi-
tion, we have Regulation 27—

Btock upoen which all market dues and fees
have been paid may be yarded free for a
period of 24 hours from the time of sale, if
the consent of the officer in charge be ob-
tained. If such stock be not despatched from
the saleyard at the expiration of such period,
the yarding fees to be paid upon such stock
for every day or part of a day that such stock
remain yarded shall be as fellows:—For every
head of ecattle, 1d.; for every horse, 1d.; for
every sheep, 1%d.; for every lumb, ¥d.; for
every pig, ¥%d.; for every goat, %d.

On the face of it that regulation may appear
all right, hut I remind the House, especially
as regards stock coming from back areas,
that traing do not run very regularly, more
particolarly stock trains, and that therefore
it may be necessary to keep stock in the
vards probhably until the Friday, or until
a train can be obtained to take them away.
That places another burden on the stoek-
owner, while bringing in more revenue to the
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yards. The main thing to bear in mind,
when arriving at the revenune of the yards,
is that there should no more revenue derived
than is actually required for the purpose for
which the yards have been erected. On the
fizures I have given, it can safely be said
that the annual revenue of the Midland June-
tion yards is over £7,000. Yesterday I asked
the Minister a question as to the eapital eost
of the saleyards at Midland Junction. Un-
fortunately in his reply the hon. gentleman
gave me information as to the cost of sale-
vards and abattoirs combined, £186,321 12s.
dd. as at the 30th June last. I had asked for
the cost of saleyards and abattoirs separ-
ately, .

The Minister for Lands: You will. find
that information in yesterday’s votes and
proceedings.

[Resolved : That motions be continued.]

Mr. SEWARD: Perhaps I did not express
my question clearly. On the fizures I have
just given, it appears that in ten vears’ time
there would be received by the Midland June-
tion saleyards a total of £70,000, or very
nearly the entire cost ineurred in respect of
the saleyards up to date. That is too severe
a drain on present-day stoekowners. Those
vards will last considerably longer than ten
years. IPuture owners have a right to pay
something towards the cost. Thad hoped to be
able to give members the yard fees collected
in other States hut the only ones to hand are
those from Melbourne, where for every head
of cattle including bulls, ealves, cows, and
bullocks the charge is 6d.. In the case of
sheep or lambs the charge is 1d. The
present charges are altogether too high.
For some years now stockowners have
been, asking through their organisations
for a reduction of those charges. The
charges were fixed not by the Govern-
ment hut by the stock agents. The
stoeckowners had no means of ascertaining
whether the charges were equitable. That is
the reason why I asked the Minister, and
the hon. gentleman agreed, in future to keep
the accounts of the saleyards scparate from
those of the abattoirs. Thus it would be pos-
sible to ascertain definitely whether charges
are too high or too low. On the figures I
have given to the House, I say that un-
doubtedly they are too high. A few years
ago a firm of stock agents that had not pre-
viously been operating in this State erected
a saleyard in my electorate. On the ocea-
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sion of their first sale, they charged 1d per
head for sheep. I pressed for a reduetion
and, although the firm held out for some time,
cventually it redueed the charge to 1%d.
We are entitled to ask for a reduction and
I appeal to the Minister to give serious con-
sideration to that request, and also to the
request to alter the regulation iu the way I
have indieated.

On motion by the Minister for Lands, de-
bate adjourned.

MOTION—ARMY DISTINCTIONS
AND CONTROL.

MR. DONEY (\Villiams - Narrogin)
[422]: T move—

Having regard to recent grave changes in
near-lying theatres of war this House is of
opinion that increased mobility will be seeured
and the best interests of Australia be served—

(1) by discontinuing the distinetions in use
today in respect of the designationy
and gencral treatment of Australian
troops belonging to the A.LF. or the
AMF.;

{2) by using the resuitaut joint hody of
troops for war service cither in or
out of Anustralian territory, thus
more satisfactorily and quickly ensur-
ing the successful dJdefenee of this
eountry; and

(3) by reducing the Commonwealth Govern-
ment's eontrol of the Army to & mini-
mum,

Further, that the Premier immediately acquaint.
the Prime Minister and the several State
Premiers with this decision, at the same time
requesting prompt action to effectuate it.

What I desire to do by subhmitting this
motion to members for their consideration is
to speed up the preparedness of our Aus-
tralizn troops by giving them, as near as
possible, 100 per cent. mobility.  The motion
will alse give members an opportunity to
. express themsclves upon a  question of
supreme national importanee and one that,
to my mind, should be considered without
further delay. Nohody would, | imagine, for
one moment deny that today the essential
requuitement of our fightine men is that they
should be quickly and easily mobilised; hut
for reasons well known to every member the
Commonwealth Government will not permit
of this being done, exeept in a very minor
degree. During the past few months, the
character of the struggle in which we are
engaged has undergone somne serious and dra-
matic changes. These changes have taught
us a great deal. They have taught us par-
ticularty that troops must be where they
should he in the least possible space of time.
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Members will agree with me that there
are few faetors in war morc impeortant than
that of speed. They will reflect that we used
to bo taught that in endeavouring to smash
the cniemy the prime duty of the soldier was
to keep his name out of the casualty lists,
that is to say, keep himself from being killed
or wounded or made prisoner. How eun a
soldier manage to do that except by being
quiek? Either individually or in the mass he
must be quicker than the enemy, and the
soldier in the mass 15 a phase of the matter
we are now considering. By denying to the
soldier the quality of mobility, tbhe Common-
wealth Government is plainly doing him—
and the nation, too, of course—a criminal
disservice. As I view the situation, it re-
quires no stretch of imagination at all
to foresee history treating these eramping,
paralysing ideas of the Commonwealth Gov-
crnment ns probably Australia’s major war
blunder. T assert that no front-line general
would show himself at all favourable to this
particular idea. The whole business of im-
mohility is preposterous in  the extreme.
Recently a Gallup Poll was taken upon the
special matter I am dealing with in this
metion.

The Minister for Works: You would not
take those polls seriously?

Ay, DOXEY: Not entirely so, but many
do.  We represent these people and a ma-
jority appears to he influenced, otherwise I
should take but little notice of those polls,
In any ease, the Press attaches sufficient
value (o them to give them a fair amount of
space, 0 I am not going too far wrong in
drawing attention to them. T point out to
members, for what it is worth, that the poll
showed n decided majority in favour of the
idea T am now expressing.

The Minister tor Works: I suppose the
valers were 21l too old to join the Army?

Mr. DONEY: That might be so; who
knows? Ju Australia we have the finest fight-
ing naterial, the finest shoek troops, in the
world. Members will agree that I am not
exaggerating in making that statement.
Nearly all the cnemy oflicers who have en-
conntered our men in  action hold that
apinion, vet we are keeping them back in
the way I am suggesting and thus depriving
them of their fighting spirit. It is a pity
the Prime Minister, Mr. Curtin, and the
Alinister for the Army, Mr. Forde, have not
seen our men in aetion. (‘ould they do so,
they would lose their hesitaney straight away.
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To sce Australian soldiers springing to the
attack is to me a really wonderful sight—a
rost thrilling and inspiring sight.

The AMinister for Mines: Where did you
see them? Were you at the front or at the
hack?

Mr. DONEY: [ am quite prepared to de-
hate, at a suitable time and place, who was
the necarer, the Minister or I. What about
it?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Willinms-Narrogin will address the Chair,

Mr. DONEY: T thought it desirable to
wait to discuss that matter in private. In
respect of our men and their fighting quali-
ties, there is no just erceping and erawling
along with oeeasional nervous rushes for-
ward, but the caleulated insistence of trained,
strong men to smash through to their obh-
jeetive in the hriefest possible time. The atti-
tude of the Commonwealth Government to-
wards the Army has something vadieally
wrong with it. 'We are constantly erving to
the United Kingdom and the United States
to send their armies over to help us, at the
same time making it very plain indeed that,
so far as we are concerned, thousands of our
fine fellows will have no chance at all to
fizht except in the unlikely eontingency—as
I see it—of an enemy invasion. We would
then be forced to fight him on our own
soil,

Mr. Cross: How do you know all that?

Mr. DONEY: I do not kmow nll that.
Like the hon. member, I know merely what
the papers tell me. The hon. member de-
sires always to create the impression that
he gets news before any other member does.
The Commonwealth’s attitude to my mind is
an absolutely miserable one to adoept, an
unsporting and a cowardly attitude at that.
In these circumstances, I cannot see any use
whatever in Anustralia claiming to be flat
out for vietory. Members will agree that
we are not half-way towards being flat out
hy the manner in which we are moving now.
In the Old Country, in Russia, Germany and,
for that matter, I suppose Italy also, cer-
tainly in Finland and Japan, we see nations
" that at a moment’s notice, e¢an swing their
men here, there, or anywhere they are most
needed. Why do we not do that? We have
had any amount of practice at the game. I
cannot understand why it is our Govern-
ment is so slow at recognising the inevitable.
We always seem to wait until the last mo-
ment.

483

The Minister for Works: Our men have
been distributed all over the globe.

Mr. DONEY: I am not talking of those
who bave gone up North and elsewhere, but
am restricting my remarks to the ADM.F.
What is the psychological effect on
men when they are trained month
after month and, in many instances, year
after year with only a 5 per cent. chance
of ever using their training on the enemy?
Actoally they lose their sting., It cannot
have any other effect. Within reason armies
need always to be on their toes, fighting,
moving forward, doing things! I know from
talks with members of the AMUF. and of
the A.LF., who have recently been trans-
ferved, that they become tired of the nature
of the training given to them. It is hard
training, I admit, but they do the same thing
over and over again every day with no
likelihood, or at all events small likelihood,
of ever coming into contact with the enemy.

Mr. Fox: Well, we had better lift the
black-ont.

Mr. DONEY: The hon. member is stupid
enough—

Myr, SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Williams-Narrogin must not refleet on an-
other member.

Mr. DONEY: Maybe it is deserved when
s man deals lightly with a question of
supreme national importance such as this.
It is plain to me and o every member that
if we fritter away our time and oppor-
tunities as we are doing, and if in con-
sequence the Axis countries put the whole
world in subjection, civilisation will absolu-
tely erash and there will be no more happi-
ness for the people of Australia or for Brit-
ish people anywhere in the world. With so
muchk at stake I cannot understand why we
do not use our soldiers, ourselves and our
resources to far better advantage than we
are doing. The position of the Empire and
of all free countries was never so eritieal as
now; perhaps not at this present moment
but, as members know, in the ebb and flow
of battle the bad patches are constantly re-
curring. However, if only we were frue to
ourselves, true to the code we were born to
as Britishers; if only we eould put into
practice once ore those qualities that have
made us great and will make us still greater:
if only we could throw off this lethargy
from which we are suffering, I am sure we
could again in quick time experience the
string of victories to which our cause en-
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titles us, In the ecarlier days of the war
our Federal leaders made a pledge to their
supporters that they would discountenance
the sending of soldiers oversea, and un-
doubtedly that contributed more than any
other factor of which I can think to this
dreadful slowing-down process. I fear that
that pledge is still a factor of considerable
influence right throughout Australia.

The Minister for Mines: What was the
(Government of the day doing then?

Mr. DONEY : The Minister knows as well
as I do and can tell us later. He will have
an opportunity to speak. No party or any
leader of a party has any right to exact the
nation’s obedience to party pledges of that
type, particolarly in the very grave times
through which we are passing today. Such
peace-time pledges and practices should go
into cold storage for the duration of the war,
For all I care they could stay there until
they froze to death, because it is plain that
the new post-war order is likely fo be so
entirely different from the present system as
to require new alignments in all directions,
in all spheres of activity—in the social, com-
mercial, governmental, industrial, and mone-
tary spheres. This is the time for new ideas,
for short cuts and quick decisions. We need
to slash and drive through all the old ideas,
pledges, statutes and such-like ohstacles,
But we are not doing it. I had the opinion
when I came to this country that we were
an up-to-date people, but it is made to ap-
pear to me and to many others that we are
2 slow-moving people indeed, no longer re-
ceptive of new ideas or at any rate not as
receptive as in the past. We seem to learn
nothing new and to forget nothing old.

The Minister for Mines: You canmot call
conseription something new. It is as old as
vou or L

Mr. DOXEY: What is?

The Minister for Mines: Conseription!
That is what yon arve talking about.

Mr. DONEY: No, I am not! That is not
the substance of the motion.
Mr. SPEAKER: The member for

Williams-Narrogin must address the Chair,

My, DOXEY: If shows how unreeeptive
we are to new ideas when generals, N.C.Os.
and soldiers are sent home from the front
for the purpose of modernising us. Their
efforts, however, do not, indeed are not, per-
mitted to take effect. The G.0.C. for Aus-
tralia knews everything ahont his job and
nothing at all about politics. He will say
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to the O.C. of an AM.F. unit or & joint
AMPF.-ALF. unit, “This unit leaves in an
hour for ‘X’", which ean represent any
place at all north of Australia.  The O.C.
is uncomfortable for the moment and then
mentions Mr. Forde’s name. Mr, Forde
knows nothing whatever about troop disposi-
tions but everything about his party’s poliey,
and he says that the battalion is not to go
ontside Australia. He might go to the length
of saying, “I will let you have, 50, 60 or 70
per cent. of these men who have expressed
themselves willing to go oversea, but you
eannot have the others”; or he might say,
“I cannot let yon have any of them now,
because it will take a couple of days or weeks
to give effect to the change-over” What
an amazing position that is! There is the
&.0.C. requiring to secure the concurrenee
of a civilian before he can move troops from
one part to another.

I read some three weeks ago in “The West
Australian™ of the tragic last-minute appeal
of Signaller Turner. He was in his “possy”
among the boulders of Ruin Ridge. I am
unlikely ever to forget his message, and I
imagine it must have similarly impressed all
members. His message was—"“Roek it in!
Rock it in!” Just those three words twice
repeated in his eall hack to the guns which
did rock it in, but Rommel smothered the
ridge and our fellows went down fighting.
The battalions concerned were the 32nd, my
old battalion the 28th, and I daresay a few
others as well, Those three words “Rock
it in” I would have printed on every hoard-
ing in Australia if I had my way. If any-
thing ean inspire ns surely it wounld be
Turner’s message, They are fit, on an ocea-
sion like this, and through a period sueh as
we arec now passing, to be our national
slogan. My hope is that those words would
sexve as a eclarion eall to a complete and
enthusiastic surrender by the Anstralian
people to the claims of the war upen this
nation, thus enabling us to fight like blazes
and to the last pound note ang the last man!

I ask vou, Mr. Speaker, and members
generally, if we are in truth rocking it in?
T cannot sce that we are. XNo doubt we
intend fo rock it in next week, or next
month, or next year, but cerfainly indeed
we are not rocking it in now. If my memory
serves me well, ahout three months ago the
Commonwealth Government first talked of
separating A.LF. volunteers from the bal-
ance of the men in the Army who would,
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of course, be AMF. and then re-grouping
into fresh battalions. I do not know whether
members know exactly how far that arrange-
ment progressed in that desirable direction,
but I do not think it went too far. While
gsome men have been transferred the matfer,
in a large measure, has not yet been final-
ised. To me, baving always the idea of
speed in my mind, it iy a major disgrace.
The situation might quite easily so shape
itself overnight as to make it imperative
that strong foreces be sent fo this or that
island, or spot to the North of us. It is
then too late to talk of separating ADM.F.
from ALF., and re-grouping them into
fresh battalions,

In the national interest the Prime Min-
ister—no matter what Government is in
power—shounld be prepared to jettison with-
out hesitation these old ideas and put all our
fizhting men on the same basis, and afford

them all the same treatment. The Com-
monwealth Government did not hesi-
tate to break all the laws in regard
to uniform taxzation, and in other

directions, too. S0 I ask why in the
name of commonsense and safety can it not
take similar action in the interests of a uni-
form and unified army? This disinelination
to send our fighting men oversea is just the
dregs of that stupid and dangerous opinion
that gained ground in eertain political
groups here two or three years ago. They
considered that we were strong enough in
ourselves to adopt an attitude of isolation-
1sm, although the opinion was diluted to this
extent that we were not to help others,
but others, of caurse, must eome along and
help us. There was a time when America
held precisely that same isolationist idea
and, as a matter of faet, that doctrine found
aceepiance by pretty well 50 per cent. of the
people of that nation. But America in due
course, having got a erack on the neck, saw
fit to push that idea on one side and today
it is just as sensible in the matter of its
national duty as is the vast majority of Aus-
tralinns. ]

The Minister for Mines: The President of
" that country was sending men to England
beforve they got the erack.

Mr,- DONEY: We all know when the
President was wise enongh .to -take his pre-
sent stamd. These remarks conelude the ease
I have.to submit in support of wmy motion.
I do not now wish te include paragraph 3
of the motion as printed, but. do not quite
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know how I stand about omitting it. On
looking at the words “to a minimum” it
strikes me that they contain nothing specific
and have not a great deal of meaning. With
your consent, My. Speaker, and the eon-
currence of the House, I would like to excise
paragraph 3 from the motion.

Mr. SPEARKER: The hon. member should
have given notice of his wish to awmend.

Mr. DONEY: In that case I will have to
include it in the motion, and maybhe one of
my friends will take the opportunity at the
next sitting of the House to move as an
amendment its excision.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
bate adjourned.

MOTION-—DAIRY INDUSTRY ACT.
To Disallow Cream-Processing Regulation.

MR. DONEY (Williams- Narvogin)
[4.49]: I move—

That new Regulation 39A, made under the
Dairy Industry Aect, 1922-1939, as published
in the ‘fGovernment Gazette’’ on the 5th June,
1942, and laid upon the Table of the House
on the 4th August, 1942, be and is hereby dis-
allowed.

I desive that this regulation stand or fall on
its merits. For the better understanding of
such remarks as I intend to make, I will
read the regulation. It is headed “Percent-
age of hutter from various grades of cream”
and is as follows:—

29A. (1) Every faetory manmager shall so
handle and proecess eream which is reeeived and
graded as ‘‘choice’’ quality at his factory
that the minimum weight of ‘‘choice’’ butter
manufactured therefrom determined by grading
not earlier than four days after manufacture,
in accordance with Regulation 32B of these
regulations, shall be 50 per-cent. of the weight
of butter-fat contained in such eream.

{2) Every factory manager shall 50 handle
and process the eream which is received and
graded as ‘‘first grade’’ at his factory that
the minimum weight of ‘‘first grade’? butter
manufactored therefrom determined by grading
not earlier than four days after manufacture,
in accordance with Regulation 32B of these
regulations, ghall be 9¢ per cent. of the weight
of the butter-fat contnined in sucl) cream,

It must not be taken for granted that be-
cause I move to disallow the regulations, I
criticise the spirit in which they have been
drawn, or that I consider the Department
of Agriculture has aeted against the in-
terests of hutter-producers. In . faet, the
posifion is quite to the contrary, but it must
be recognised that the Department of Agri-
coalture is just ns liable as is any other de-
partment to fall into error. With regard to
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the manufacture of butter, I have three
aims in view. First of all, we must im-
prove, and keep on improving, the quality
of Western Anstralian cream and butter so
as to ensure our snecess in the export mar-
kets. Secondly, we must retain the virility
and growth of rural factories and, thirdly,
the best possible price musi bhe paid to the
producers. In the circumstances, any move
cither by way of the promulgation of re-
gulations, or by other means that appear
liable unfavourably to affeet one or other
of those three requisites, must he subjected
fo the closest serutiny.

In 1937, regulations tabled in this House
provided for 30 per cent. choice butter From
choice cream, but contained no refervence
whatever to the time that must elapse be-
fween the making of the butter and the time
for grading. There was ahsolately no at-
tempt, so far as 1 have bheen able to aseer-
tain, to enforee those rather mild and gener-
ally quite aceeptable regulations. To all in-
tents and purposes, they were, and have
heen ever since, a dead letter, and might just
as well never have been promulgated. T do
not think I misunderstand the intentions of
the department in not enforcing those re-
gulations.  Expericnee has taught the
anthorities that it is far wiser to teach pro-
ducers by persuasion and advice than by
the enforcement of punitive measures. =uch
as those contained in the regulations that are
under diseussion. Whether that be so or
not, to commence now with the enforeement
of regulations that are harsher than those
the department never hothered abont pre-
viounsly is entirely illogical.

In place of the' rather mild requirements
that formerly obtained, the new regulatjons
set out that grading should take place within
four days of manufacture, that the 30 per
eent. ehoiee eream shall be increased to 50 per
cent. and the amount of first-grade butter is
pow to be 90 per cent. Even those figures
eould have been accepted if it had heen
possible for the Minister for Agriculture
to demonstrate to the House that the gquality
of the butter would thereby he improved,
that the new vegulations would not hurden
factories with sueh additional costs as would
inevitably lessen the return the factories
could obtain for the producers and, of
course, wonld not inerease the amount to
be paid by the consumers. Had the Minis-
ter been in his seal at the moment, I would
have questioned him as to whether the new
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regulations were likely to have any such ef-
fect and whether the alterations could he
made without decreasing the amounts to
be paid to the producers. I think the new
regulations must inevitably add to costs. An
increase in eosts will he inevitable if we are
to determine preeisely the pereentage of
choice, first-grade and second-grade separ-

ately. If that is to be done, it will be neges-
satry  separately to process those three
grades, We cannot get away from that
fact.

T understand it is the eustom of faetories
today, apart from the two largest factories,
to put choice and firsl-grade butter-fat into
one set of vats or containers, The two ex-
ceptions are the Bunbury and Spearwood
factories, Y¥iven those faclories, for aught T
know to the contrary, may process separ-
ately exeept, of course, in the flush winter
months, To foree all factories to grade
separntely is very substantially to inerease
costs. 1 am given to understand by those
who know a good deal more about the sub-
ject that I do that the increased eost would
be not less than 1d. a pound, and probably
it would he more than that. Obviously,
there would be additional work involving
extra labour, vats and eontainers, and pos-
sibly additional machinery. As members arve
aware, extra machinery and labour are par-
ticularly difficult to secnre in these times; in
fact, machinery is impossible to obtain.

The Denmark factory on a maximum ouot-
put processes not more than 4.4/5th tons
of choice eream per week. The Albany fac.
tory does not process more than 2.2/5th
tons, while the Narrogin factory processes
less than two tons. I do not wish a wrong
impression to be gained from the statement
that the Narrogin faetory processes such a
small quantity of choice cream. That
position arises to a large degree from
the faet that the XNarrogin factory
draws its cream from the drier feeding areas
of the wheathelt and over long distanees,
Often the supplies are railed under swelter-
ingly hot eonditions that other faetories do
not have to eontend with. Consequently, the
initial costs of that factory are somewhat
higher than those horne by other concerns,
It must be remembered that the Narrogin
factory is a powerful factor in main-
taining competitton against its more strongly
entrenched rivals to the west and north.
I stress the point that if we do away
with competition, going so far as to eripple
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the smaller factories, the larger concerns as
a consequence will have the field to them-
selves. In those cirenmstances, they will not
continne to pay anything like the prices they
are paying today with, of course, disastrous
results to the producers. Members know this
is always the incvitable result of the erush-
ing of the smaller by the greater.

Meanwhile it needs to be admifled thul
when producers sell eream for the best priee
abtainable, though this is cemplamed of hy
certain people, it is an ordinary and proper
husiness practice at which no one should
grumble.  All the same the long view mus
he tuken, and this view is that the more east-
ern factories—that is, those out towards the
wheatbelt—are essential to the ordered pro-
gress of the industry and to the maintenance
of competitive prices to producers. I have
puinted ont that while the larger quantities
of choiee eream would, on a commercial
hasis, justify separate processing, snialler
quaantities of one ton to six or seven tons
eertainly would not, so I suggest that the
regulation be reconstructed and that separate
processing be nat insisted upen until the
quantity of choice e¢ream to be processed is,
say, eight, nine or ten tons or thercabonts.
T think that is guite a fair snggestion and,
if amendments were made along those lines,
I have no doubt the regulation would he
aeceptable throughout the State.

I have referred to the need for improving
the quality of bhutter. T hope it will not
he taken for granted that the new regula-
tions will have that effect. 1 do nol think
they will. T see a possibility of faetories,
when faeced with the nead of maintaining
5 per cent. choice and 90 per cent. first-
grade, reflecting that their competitive iu-
stinets in the past have all too often led
them to pay choice and first-grade prices
when really they should not have done so,
and so the new regulations would lead to
less choiee und first-grade ercam heing de-
livered in futnre, If that happens memboers
will appreete that the effeet upon the in-
come of eream suppliers will not he very
pleasant,

On motion by the Mindster for the North-
West, debate adjourned.

MOTION—RURBBER.
Keonomy in Use,

MR. CROSS (Canning) [5.3]: I move—
That in the opinion of thia House, in view
of the serious shortage of rubber supplies, to-
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wether with the possibility of further restrie-
tions for civilinn requirements, immediate in-
tensive action he taken go as to obtain the
most cffeetive use from used tyres in the in-
terests of the Stute and in order tu further
aassist in the war effort.

Rubber is a vital war material and it is one
of the vital requirements for road transport.
On the 16lh Apr) last I asked » series of
questions vegarding the colleetion of serap-
rubber. 1 questioned the Minister for Indus-
trial Development as follows:—

1, Is he aware that in the last war (1914-18)
thousands of tons of secondhand rubber were
exported to Jupan? ¥, ls it a fuet that, due
to the loss of Malaya, shortage of rubber sup-
plies are likely to become aeute? 3, Does he
know that very considerable quantities of old
rabber cxist in this State? 4, If so, what
steps are being taken to eolleet and re-treat
that vital requirement?

The Minister gave the following nnswers--

1, No. 2, Yes. 3, Tt is known that n fair

ameunt of such rubber exists, 4, The Common-
wealth Department of Supply and Develop-
ment has arranged to undertake the ecollection
and treatment of scrap rubber throughout tlie
Commonwealth,
I do not know exactly what quantity of
serap rubber exists in this State, and neither
does unyone else. T do not know what quan-
tity of raw rubher is in existence, but T deo
know that the democratic powers have lost
practieallv the whole of the sources of their
supplies with the exeeption of Russta, which
ecan awl does produce enough for its own
requirements.  Tmmediately the Japancse
moved into Indo-China, the Government of
the United States of America appointed a
hoard to import as mueh rubher as possible,
and before the full of Singapore there had
heen landed in the United States 700,000
tons of raw rubher. That is not a great
quantity for the United States because, be-
fore the war, it was using (30,000 tons of
raw rubber a year,

Sinee T asked those questions, it i true
that in this State there has heen what T may
tern n lackadaisical effort to colleet snpplies
of used rubher. Do members realize the
gravity of the position we nre likely to Tench
in the matter of eivilian and possibly military
requirements unless there is a speeded-ap
effort in this direction? T have heen making
2 few inquiries and keeping a shavp eye on
what has been happening to the rubber sup-
plies eollected in this State. I am quite
satisfied that the present activities are not
likely to reselt in the hest interests of the
State. Appeals have been made te people
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to send rubber fo Perth. Not long ago the
Kalgoorlie district alone forwarded some
7,000 or 8,000 secondhand tyres to Perth.
One would naturally think that, when so
large a number of tyres was sent, every one
of them would have been closely examined by
an expert to ascertain whether there was any
possibility of getting further life ount of
them by repairing or reeapping them. Not
very good facilities exist in the country
districts for repairing the eanvas or recap-
ping tyres. Owners in the bush, when they
stake a {yre, making a hole as hig as the fist,
frequently diseard it and fit a new one. At
present the old tyre must be handed in, and
some of those tyres have been gent to Perth.

As regards the 7,000 or B,000 tyres re-
ceived from Kalgoorlie, the intention is to
send them to the Eastern Siates as scrap for
usg as seeondhand rubber. When the tyres
reached Perth they were looked over by some
people who are not experts ecither in tyres
or rubber, and they put aside a pumber of
the tyres which they considered should be fur-
ther examined with a view to having them
repaired and probahly resold to the publie.
They had some of the tyres examined by
an expert. Then a man who knew some-
thing about rubber tyres visited the dump
and asked those present to pick out 10 of
the worst tyres in the condemmed dump.
Ten were picked out and this man had a
look at them, with the result that he got
two good tyres from those 10. T had in-
tended to have these two tyres here today,
but they will be available tomorrow for
members to inspect. They are fairly hig
truck tyres. Such tyres are scarce today
in the metropolitan area. They cost when
new £17 each. They require about 10 lhs.
of rubber to repair, but when recapped they
are capable of giving 75 per cent. of their
past service. It appears to me that most
lackadaisieal methods are adopted in this
matter. One would not think that people
could he so foolish as to send these ityres
to the Eastern States if they can be of use
here. Upon reaching castern Australia they
will be repaired there, hut will not be sent
hack to Western Australia.

In Ameriea the fvre position is so ser-
ious that special legislation has heen passed
to deal with it. I shall not read that legis-
lation to this Iouse, but in America it was
found that about 50 of the companies oper-
ating in new tyres were doing their best to
squeleh the retreading industry and force
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new tyres on the public wherever -possible,
besides discouraging the recapping of tyres,
It is true that tyres from our country dis-
tricts have been sent not only to the salvage
depot at Claremont but also to the four
firms operating in Perth. The tyre position
in this State is so serious that every tyre
collected should be examined by an expert.
Moreover, there should be better methods of
collection. One ean go almost anywhere in
the State and collect motor tyres. A man
recently said to me, “I could go to Mukin.
hudin alone and colleet a truckload of tyres.
They are lying around everywhere.” Num-
bers of these tyves, by recapping with a
small quantity of rubber, will save large:
quantities of mbber, Experts tell me that
by recapping the average tyre, at least
7 lhs. of rubber and 1 Ib. of cotton and
L4 1b. of steel can be saved. The 600 by 16
tyre, which is often used on mator trueks,
is highly difficult to obtain here, even if
one has a No. 3 priority. There should be
plenty of secondhand canvas tyres in Perth
pretty nearly as good as when mnew; but
the small quantity of new rubber is doled
out with such reluetance that it is indeed
diffieult to get even the rubber required to
repair such tyres.

All secondhand tyres collected shonld be
sent to a eentral dump, and there examined
by an expert. The matter should he con-
trolled by either the State Government or
the Federal Government—I eare not which—
and if a tyre is found to be capable of heing
recapped, then the loeal reeapping firms,
of whom there are six, could do the work.
Under those eonditions anyone renuiring a
new tvre could be supplied in the order of
priority, Retreaded tyres should be obtain-
able for abont half the cost of new tyres.
On those terms whatever Government under-
took the business would he able to make a
success of it. The military anthorities have
tyre experts who kmow all there iz to he
known about rubber and vetreading, and the
processes of saving motor tyres. There is,
for instanee, Ron Smythe, whom T do not
know, but who is reputed to be one of the
most capable experts in Western Australia
in the retreading business. T think he is
smploved in the ordnance stores at Midiand
Junetion. There is another expert named
Kolly, whom, again, T do not know, If the
military authorities want to nmse those two
men as tyre experts, they should be em-
ployved in that capacity. There is also an
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expert named Walter Knight, of the Dunlop
Rubber Company, with whom, once more, 1
am not personally acquainted.

The present position, when vital snpplies
eannot be replenished, constitutes a publie
seandal. I fear that within the next 18
months or two years—and the war will last
more than two vears—we shall be unable
to procure any tyres at all, Possibly tyres
will have to be removed from private cars
to be used for military purposes. Appeals
were made to the people to colleet rubber,
but nobody came from the Government to
sce whether any rubber was colleeted. I
would impress on the Minister the need
for intensified action and for the <¢losest
supervision. In some cases tyres have been
condemned although needing only about %4 1b.
of mew rubber to recondition them—as
against 70 or 80 lbs. of rubber needed to
make a new tyre. The Minister should take
action to prevent further shipment of con-
demned tyres to the Eastern States, unless
each of sueh tyres has been examined by an
expert here from the aspect of recapping.
It all the old tyres were collected and sent
to a central depot, and a sapply of new
yubber made available for recapping pur-
poses—I understand about five tons of rub-
ber would be required to recap 7,000 or
8,000 tyres—that would bhe a more econe-
mieal way of dealing with this problem.

When I spoke to the Address-in-reply, be-
fore I left for the Eastern States, I men-
tioned that a recapping machine urgently
required in this State had been lying on the
Mclhourne wharf sinee March last. I am
pleased to say that, as the result of bring-
ing the matter under the notice of the re-
sponsible anthority when T was in Melbonrne,
the machine is now in Perth and at work.
That is some improvement. We have many
machines for the purpose available here and
we have experts who can undertake this
work. By dding it here, we would
he retaining our experts in the State. There-
fore, members will readily appreciate how
desirable it is that we shomld retain old
- tyres in the State to be re-freaded and made
available for use hy our own people. I ap-
peal to country members to support the
motion. They know what happens in coun-
try districts when a ear hits a stump ana
a tyre is damaged. It cannot be repaired
in the bush, so the owner is foreed to buy a
new ome. T trust the Minister will take
the necessary steps—even if it means imme-
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diate communication with 1he Commonwealth
Government—to make the fullest possible
use of disearded tyres in this State,

THE MINISTER FQOR LABOUR: The
(Government offers no objection to the
motion. The member for Canning has
placed before the House much valuable in-
formation and has, I think, established jus-
tification for the strongest possible action
to be taken to ensure that wsed tyres, cap-
able of satisfactory re-treading treatment,
shall he retained in the State, treated here
and subsequently made available to our
motor vehicle users. The hon. member sug-
gested that the efforts so far made in West-
ern Australia to collect used tyres have been
lackadaisical. My experience is quite the
opposite. At Northam a collection cffort
was thoroughly well organised and eapably
carried out, with the resnlt that every piece
of nsed tyre and tube in the town was eol-
lected and taken to the central depot. This
Australia-wide eollection of used rubber has
been put in hand by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment and is under the direction of the
Minister for Supply and Development (Mzr.
Beasley). Every member is aware that Mr.
Beasley is highly wnractical 'and possesses
considerable ability and driving foree. I
therefore feel sure that, under his direction,
this plan of collecting used rubber to have
it re-treaded or re-processed will be alto-
gether successful and will achieve extremely
valnable resuits.

I can quite imagine that Commonwealth
officers in this State, who have the authority
to decide whether used rubber shall he sent
to the Eastern States for re-treatment or
re-processing or whether such action shall
be taken in this Stnle, would perhaps be
strongly inclined to send it to the Eastern
States. That position is being closely
watched on behalf of the State, and we will
take every step possible to ensure that all
tyres capable of being re-treaded shall be
re-treaded in the Séate. We have in the
metropolitan area and in some of our coun-
try distriets rubber re-treatment plants of
large eapacity, plants which, under expert
management, have proved to be most effec-
tive in re-conditioming tyres and making
them suitable for use a second time on motor
vehicles. Tt is desirable that not only shauld
such loeal plants be employed for that pur-
pose, but also necessary that the tyres, when
re-conditioned, shall be made available for
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use in this State for the purpose of carry-
ing on our essential industries. The Gov-
crnment proposes to support the motion
and will take every possible action, should
it be carried, to put it inte effect.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, dehate
adjourned.

MOTION—FEDERAL SENATE
VACANCY.

As to Reference to Electors—Ruled Out.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Rast
Perth has on the notice paper a notice of
motion with respeet to a reference to the
electors as a means of filling the Federal
Scnate vacaney. I point out that the choos-
ing of a person to fill a casual vacaney in
the Senate is governed by Section 15 of
the Commonwealth of Australia Constitu-
tion Aect, 1900, and by the Joint Standing
Orders for the eleetion of a Senator, and
that such Standing Orders cannot be sus-
.pended by this House. Standing Oxder
No. 1, page 93, provides that whenever Par-
liament has been informed that the place
of a Secnator has hecome vacant, a motion
shall be made that the President and
Speaker do fix a day and plaee for the
choosing of the Henator by hoth Houses
sitting together, such sitting to he not more
than 14 days after the date of sueh motion.
For these two reasons, as well as for others,
I rule the motion ont of order.

House adjourned at 5.29 p.m,

TNegislative Asgembly,

Thursday, 10h September, 1942
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QUESTION—ILIGHTING OF MILITARY
VEHICLES.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for

Mines: 1, On how many oceasions sinee the

11th May was Colonel Hoad informed by
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letter of breaches by the Allied Forces of the
Lighting of Vehicles Order? 2, What re-
plies to such letters were received from
Colonel Hoad.

The MINISTER replied: 1, A military
linison officer representing Colonel Hoad
attends each Civil Tdefence Council meeting
and he has been kept verbally informed of
brenches. 2, Replies were gencrally to the
effect that the Army was masking vehicles
as opportunity offered. Latterly the council
was informed that Military Headquarters
had approved of a new type of mask., De-
tails were supplied and the liaison officer
was advised that in the couneil’s opinion, it
wonld not improve the position, being not
in aecordanee with civilian restrictions.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of absence
for two weeks granted to Hon. W, D. John-
son (Guildford-Midland) on the ground of
ill-health.

BILL—FEEDING STUFFS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate yesumed from the 8th September.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [2.21]: The Bill
provides for a much-nceded exiension of
powers for the policing of the Act, which
was originally passed in 1928. At present,
as the Minister explained, there is a limita-
tion of powers when procecedings are taken
in the court, and the Government seeks to
amend this state of affairs by including in
the definition of “analyst” an offieial attached
to the siaff of the Government Mineralogist,
in addition to the analyst attached to the
Department of Agriculture. At present only
two analvsts ave qualified to issue voports
andl give evidenee, and unless the Bill is
passed the rules of procedure in court and
the policing of the Aet will be handieapped.

Question put and paszed.

Bill read n second time.

In Commitiee.
Bill passed through Committer without

debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.



